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LCS ANGELES, CALI FORNI A

FRI DAY, JUNE 8, 2001; 11:17 A M

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much. Let
me officially convene this hearing of the Assenbly
Conmittee on El ections, Reapportionnent and
Constitutional Anmendnents.

I usually like to start the hearing out by
noting that the very nane of our commttee indicates the
depth and breadth of confusion and m sinformtion on the
subj ect of redistricting. The nanme of our conmittee is
wrong. W don't do reapportionnment, we do
redistricting. Reapportionment is the process by which
congressi onal seats are allocated anong the various
states based on popul ations, redistricting is the
process within the state, which we conduct. So the very
nane of our commttee indicates the depth of confusion
and msinformation. So if you have any m sinformation
don't worry about it; so do we.

Thank you for attending this hearing. The
assenbly is conmtted to conducting a fair and open
redistricting process in which nenbers of the public are
able to have both a voice and an effective role. This

is the fifth in a series of hearings that we are hol di ng
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in various |locations throughout the state for the

pur pose of gathering public input

process.

As you know, we are al

Bureau every 10 years

into the redistricting

counted by the Census

Redi stricting is the process by

which the lines for assenbly,

senat e, congressional and

board of equalization districts are changed every 10

years after the decennia

census.

The 2000 census

occurred in April of 2000 and we received the detailed

results of that census at the end of March of this

year. The census shows us both that California has

experi enced an overal

i ncrease in popul ation and that the

popul ati on has shifted.

The nmost basic principle that guides our

redistricting is the requirenment of one person, one

vote. Wat this neans is in order to ensure that each

i ndividual's vote carries the same weight,

districts we draw nust

all the

have the sanme popul ation. After

t he 2000 census, because of the increase in California's

popul ation, the idea

popul ation for an assenbly or

senate district is 423,396 for the assenbly and 846, 791

for the senate seats.

To give you a sense of where the lines are

currently, as we undertake the process of

we have on displ ay,

bel i eve,

in the | obby,

redi stricting,

somewher e
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out there, maps of the existing districts. As we do
that, there are certain requirenents and gui delines from
the United States Constitution, the Federal Voting
Rights Act and the California Constitution, as well as
traditional redistricting principles that we pay
attention to.

One of the key factors is communities of
interest. The concept of conmunities of interest
enbraces the many different kinds of ties that bind
communities together. Conmmunities of interest can
i ncl ude geographic ties, political entities and factors
such as soci oecononic status, the rural or urban
character of an area, transportation and nedia
i nfrastructures, community organizations and shared
histories. The list is quite extensive, and we | ook to
you to help us identify the relevant comunities of
interest within this region

Pl ease know that we al so have a web site that
contains information regarding redistricting and the
redistricting process. The web site an- -- address --
excuse nme -- and information on how to offer comments,
receive notice of future hearings and submt
redistricting plans is available in the | obby.

As | nentioned, this is just one of a series of

redistricting hearings the Assenbly Cormittee on
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El ecti ons, Reapportionment and Constitutional Anmendments
is holding around the state. Additionally, after
proposed pl ans have been submitted to the |egislature,
we plan to hold two or nore days of hearings in
Sacramento. These hearings will be linked by satellite
to |l ocations around the state to allow interactive

heari ngs.

We thank you for your participation today and
hope you will continue to participate as the
redistricting process nmoves al ong.

Before we take testinmony, | would like to
i ntroduce you to our conmittee nenbers and ot her nenbers
of the legislature. And let nme begin, I'll start al
the way down at the -- ny far left, your far right, with
committee menber, Assenbly Menber Jerone Horton.

M. Horton, if you wanted to share any renarks
as we begin, please feel free.

MR, HORTON: | just want to thank the Chair.
The Chair has been extrenely diligent inits efforts to
make sure that we have comunity participation and
community involvenent. | wanted to thank himfor his
wor k t hroughout the state of California and to thank
each and every one of you for comng here today to
express your -- your input -- to provide your input and

your concerns, and to provide us with sonme direction in
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regards to the redistricting process.

Wth that, we'll continue the process,
hopefully, and be able to get you in and out of here as
soon as possi bl e.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very rmnuch.

Next, Assenbly Menber Phil Wman.

MR, WMAN:  Thank you, M. -- M. Chairman.
I"'mglad to be here, glad to be able to speak by way of
testify on behalf of a region that |I've had the honor to
serve, which is the H gh Desert. | think it is so
i nportant that many, many stake hol ders, many, many
i ndi vidual s and i ndividuals representing groups are here
explaining to the legislature the facts of life, what is
i nportant for communities to be represented, what is
i nportant for regions to be represented.

I"mhere, and the fact that | amtestifying at
the Los Angel es hearing on reapportionnent, it makes an
i nteresting statement about the point that I,
representing ny region, amhere to discuss. And that is
the Hi gh Desert. | represent a district, and have off
and on since 1978, representing one-fifth of the
geography of the state of California and yet having
approxi mately 1/80 of the popul ation

The Hi gh Desert, as a region, has often in

prior reapportionnents, prior reapportionnents, been cut
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asunder and placed with urban centers, so that the rura
and the desert locations do not have a fair chance for
their public policy concerns to be net.

That general rule was overcone in the 1970
reapportionment, and locations within the H gh Desert
were consolidated. And during the 1970s new districts,
based upon the increase, the migration of aerospace
workers to the High Desert and our bases, when it's
Edwar ds, Naval Wapons Center, the United States
Training Center at Fort Irwin, those areas began to have
their own representatives.

Interestingly, when you're at a hearing in
San Bernardino, as will be occurring on the 6th of July,
or you're at a hearing here in Los Angeles, or in the
central valley, it msses the point that the H gh Desert
was there |long before the county lines were
established. So the Hi gh Desert, as defined and as an
area with a common interest, is the portions of Kern
County that are in the desert, which includes R dgecrest
and California Cty, Rosenond and those areas, those
portions of the north Los Angel es County that are in the
hi gh desert, including Lancaster, and Pal ndal e, and
Littl e Rock, and Pearbl ossom and then those portions of
the H gh Desert that are in San Bernardi no County, the

H gh Desert portion, which include communities such as
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Appl e Valley, H speria, Victorville, Adelanto and
Bar st ow.

During the 1970 reapportionnent those districts
found a common voice, both in the congressional district
lines and in the assenbly and senate |ines.
Unfortunately in the 1980, as the desert was concerned,
a gerrymander was concerned, we found that particularly
areas in the Antel ope Vall ey and the Los Angel es County
portions particularly, were divided into four
congressional districts. There were representatives
fromlargely urban areas of Kern County that represented
portions of Palndale and it wasn't a fit.

Not meaning to digress, but this is probably
the chance -- best chance for this area that |'ve
represented to make our case and to state it. As | say,
we coul d have done it in the Central Valley, which was
not in the desert, we could do it in San Bernardino
County and | know sone representatives from Hesperi a,
Apple Valley, Victorville, Barstow and Adelanto will do
that. But the point is, we need to be sensitive to the
region and to its econom c needs.

| have to say sonething very positive about the
process that occurred in 1990 as it related to
reapportionment. That's the reapportionnment under which

we are currently operating and that's the
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reapportionment where the legislature canme to a
| ogger head and basically the state suprene court was
required to draw the lines. Interestingly, the suprene
court chose the top Denocrat consultant who had done the
1970 and '80 lines, to do that. So I think it was a
genui nely bipartisan effort to get lines that were
certainly sensitive to conmunities of interest and were
sensitive to the High Desert. And | keep wanting to
track back to that.

| was particularly honored, and I think all of
the representatives, some of whom have a packet of
letters, M. Chairman, that | will submit, this is a
partial packet fromconmmunities in the H gh Desert.
They were particularly pleased by the hearings that were
conducted by a young, black researcher fromthe Hoover
Institute by the name of Condol eeza R ce, now the
nati onal security adviser for the United States. Cond
Ri ce chaired that comm ssion

And | think all of us can only recall fondly,
with our interests conmng forward and her stern
cross-exam nation, wanting to know exactly what was the
H gh Desert, what did it reflect, which were the
conmuni ti es and how ought it to be apportioned fairly
for the communities of interest to be net. She had sone

tough questions. There were people of considerable
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background and know edge from | ocal governnent, fromthe
political sphere, who did give that testinony.

And when the |ines cane down, instead of having
four menbers of congress in the Antel ope Valley, there
was one. Al of East Kern County, all of Inyo County,
all of Desert San Bernardino County were in one desert
district. And because the popul ation had increased, we
now had a second desert district largely, which is
currently occupied by ny coll eague, M. Runner, which is
all of Lancaster and Palndale, to Little Rock and
Pear bl ossom were tied into Santa Cl arita.

So in a nutshell, that reapportionment process
gave us sone outstanding opportunities for our region to
be represented. And no area is growing any faster in
North Los Angeles, nor is there aerospace and job
creation any nore direct than that.

And when one gets into the area that
M. Longville and | represent, into San Bernardino
County, those are certainly critical portions of the
Inland Enpire that have a special opportunity to help
grow California' s future.

|'ve been asked to read a paragraph into the
record fromthe mayor of California Gty, that | think
expresses this kind of concern. He said:

"1, and | speak for the entire

10
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Cty Council of California Gty, am
opposed to any break-up of the High
Desert, Antelope Valley or East Kern
region, for the sake of
reapportionment. W struggle up here
to keep continuity in our nutua
environnent, air quality and

devel opnent goals. W share
geol ogi cal and political simlarities
and have many of the sane problens.
The League of G ties has forned a
Desert/Muntain District in
recognition of those simlarities, and
we have achieved a pattern of stable
and controlled grow h because of it.

Pl ease express in your strongest terns

possi bl e our opposition to the

break-up of this district,” and he
signed this -- "this region.”
Fromthe letter -- fromthe mayor of the City

of Ridgecrest:
"As the el ected representative of
t he peopl e of Ridgecrest, we would
like to ask the cormittee to continue

the commtnment enbodied in the results

11
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of the 1990 reapporti onment process.

That of maintaining the geographi cal

econom ¢ and soci etal common interests

of the H gh Desert in East

Kern be

mai ntai ned. Again, M. Chair, thank

you for bringing" -- and this is a

letter directed to

M. Longville -- "to the people of

California and particularly those of

us in the East Kern High Desert, the

opportunity to share our concerns and

more inportantly our beliefs that

preserving conmuni ti es common

interests serve all Californians, as

you undertake this inportant process."”

In a letter fromthe mayor of Pal ndal e:

"The City of Palndale respectfully

requests that your committee honor

existing legislative district |ines.

We believe it is inportant to preserve

the conmmon interests and spheres of

i nfl uence presently enjoyed in our

H gh Desert comunities.”

And they're reflecting the view al so,

letter fromthe mayor of Lancaster

"As mayor

in the

of

12
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Lancaster” -- from-- from-- the prior letter was from
Mayor Janes C. Ledford, Jr. dated June 7, mayor of
Pal ndale. In another letter to the Chair from Mayor
Frank C. Roberts of Lancaster
"As mayor of the City of

Lancaster, | would like to personally

express ny desire to see the assenbly

district lines remain unchanged. |

strongly believe that we are

wel | -served by our current

| egislatures. The Cities of Palndale

and Lancaster” -- | think this is the

critical point -- "forma community of

i nterest and should stay together in a

Los Angeles County district. Any

changes i n geographical redistricting

that revise this relationship would

not be of an advantage in our

representation.”

And, finally, a letter fromthe Mjave Town
Council, which does -- reflects on congressional |ines
and which it is stated:

"The conmunity of Mbjave asks that
i n considering changes in

congressi onal and | egislative district

13
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lines particularly, that Southeast

Kern not be included in an Antel ope

Val l ey/North L. A district line."

So, again, it's a concern of keeping
conmmuni ti es of interest together

And | would like to make one ot her suggestion
to the conmttee as we nove forward and identify
conmunities of interest that want to be notified. 1 do
know t hat the reapportionnment conm ssion in 1990 was
very, very good and had a long, long list of comunities
of interest that have not crunbl ed, have not
di sappeared, that have the sanme stake hol ders.

A lot of these people didn't know about this
hearing, a lot of the folks in the San Bernardi no County
who will be submtting witten testi nony were not aware
of it, and because they are part of a comunity of
interest that's geographically based, | woul d encourage
our conmttee, and | speak as a nenber of the
| egislature as a whole who is visiting the commttee
today, that those of us who can identify sone of those
contact points, that we put those in a database and that
those fol ks get the notice directly. | cannot be a
perfect dissem nator of information about these
hearings, but | think that those communities to the

extent that they existed before and have inportant views

14
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today, need to know about what's happeni ng and about
future hearings, which are still before them So they
still have those opportunities.

M. Chairman, thank you for letting ne extend
nmy remarks.

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  That's quite all right,
M. Wman. W -- if we could just get you out of your
shell and get you to talk we'd be, you know ...

MR WYMAN: One of those days.

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  That's quite all right.

M. -- it's a pleasure to have you with us.

M. Bill Leonard, who is a nenber of the
committee and whose district adjoins. M/ good friend,
M. Leonard.

MR. LEONARD: Thank you, Chairnman Longville.
really appreciate the opportunity for our hearing to be
in Los Angeles today, and I'mhere to listen

W can determine, for the criteria of
redistricting, a nunber of the factors from data
avail abl e to us; one person, one vote. W can determ ne
geogr aphi ¢ boundari es, mountain ranges and oceans. \Wat
we cannot determ ne wthout your input are conmunities
of interest, and Assenbly Menber Wnan was speaking to
that just now

So I'"'mgoing to listen particularly to
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i ndi vidual s and groups that can hel p us define and
identify and show us how to produce in map form in
drawi ng districts, communities of interest that should
not be divided or comunities that mght be close to
each other which really have different interests and
could well be separated one another. 1'mhere to
[isten.

Thank you very much, M. Chairnman

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much,
M. Leonard.

And | don't know if | nentioned at the
begi nning, ny nane is John Longville. | chair the
conmmittee. Imediately next to me on ny other side is
the chief consultant for the committee, M. Wllie
Querrero, and imrediately to his right is Assenbly
Menber Geor ge Nakano.

M . Nakano, would you ....

MR. NAKANO. Thank you, M. Chair. It's a
pl easure to be here this norning. It's good to be back
in Southern California after a | ong, arduous week in
Sacranento trying to pass all these bills on the
assenbly side

As sonme of you may know, 10 years ago | was a
city council menber and I was on the other side,

testifying. So | certainly |look forward to hearing your
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comments and your suggestion here today.

And | renenber 10 years ago when |

was

testifying, there was not a single Asian in the state

| egislature. And | think there had not been one for

like 10 years at that tine.

Today's agenda is very full.

And so on behal f

of the conmittee, I will close by thanking al

of you

for com ng here today to participate in this inportant

process.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very nuch,

M. Nakano.

And M. Nakano also is a nenber of the

comm ttee.

And i medi ately next to himis another

menber

of the conmttee, Assenbly Menber Marco Firebaugh

M . Firebaugh?

Ckay. Let nme note that during the

presentations today we will by and | arge not be reacting

to things you're saying, we're sinply trying to get

information. So we're not going to be having any

ext ensi ve feedback.

I would encourage all witnesses to note that we

have court reporters, who are taking down al

testimony. So if you talk real fast,

have a little difficulty keeping up

t he

like this, they

And if

as

17
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you're testifying, if you see ne go like this, 1'll be
trying to tell you that's a signal stretch -- you know,
don't go so fast, stretch out your words a little. And
I will do that if I notice anybody's fingers catching
fire dowmn there as they're trying to keep up on the
keyboard.

Wth that, our first -- at each hearing we ask
do we have any other state or federal officials who have
cone to the hearing, that we're unaware of, either state
or federal officials, any nmenmbers of congress, any other
| egi sl atures?

Al right. W have several groups that have
been schedul ed ahead of tinme that will start off our
program and then we'll go into the people who have
submitted sheets of paper saying they want to -- they
want to testify.

I nmention this because if there's anyone who
wi shes to take a break, if you need -- depending on what
your schedule is, if you didn't have a chance to grab a
bite, I know there's probably a cafeteria in this
building, or | assume there is, that it will be alittle
bit yet before we get into the ones that were submtted
just today. So I just want to give you a little
war ni ng.

The first group, we have four individuals who

18
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are testifying on behalf of the NAACP African Anerican
Communi ty Advi sory Committee on Redistricting.

Excuse ne.

MR, HORTON: M. Chair, there -- | appreciate
allowing the federal and state elected officials. There
are sonme |local elected officials that are al so present.
Mght | ask if there's time to allow themto provide
testinmony if that be their desire.

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE: W certainly -- well, |
don't have the -- do we have the nanmes of the ..

Ckay. We'll have soneone bring up the nanes to
me here. Just a nonent.

We have -- we have, M. Horton, sone people who
had -- who had arranged ahead of tinme to speak, and we

kind of want to be careful we don't hold up the schedul e

too nmuch. But | believe | have -- if I'"'mlook at it
correctly, | believe I have three individuals who are
identified as being elected officials on here. | think
probably if they're -- | can take those three w thout,

t hi nk, slow ng us down too nuch. Let nme real quick --
and they were the first three who had signed in. So |et
me just take those three first.

Mayor Daryl Sweeney, fromthe Cty of Carson
And just so the others can be ready -- excuse ne. |

only have two, because | have two sheets for

19
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M. Sweeney. Next, M. -- Council Menber Steve
Bradford, fromthe Gty of Gardena.

And were there any other |ocal electeds that
had filled out, that I -- filled out these forns, that
| didn't catch?

kay. We'll have those two, and then we'll go
i nto the NAACP panel .

MR, SWEENEY: Thank you, M. Chair, and thank
your Assenbl yman Horton for suggesting that we be
all oned to speak first.

First of all, | understand there's sonething in
place to split the Gty of Carson in half. And | would
just start off by saying that | am opposed to that, if
that is --

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Ckay. If | can ask, to
begin your remarks, if you can go ahead and just give
your name for the record and spell it, so that the court
reporter can get it?

And al though -- although I will be nentioning
this later, | should have nentioned it earlier. There
is currently -- just so everyone's aware, there is
currently no proposal before us as to how |lines should
be drawn. The purpose of these hearings is to get
i nformati on, based upon which we will begin draw ng

lines after the public input has been gathered. But

20
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anyt hi ng that you may have heard about proposals, they
are not com ng out of the conmttee. There may be sone
i ndi viduals out there who have proposed pl ans, but we
have no proposals before us as of yet that we have drawn
ourselves. There are other proposals other people may
subm t.

And with that, please go ahead, Mayor

MR, SWEENEY: Thank you, M. Chair. M nane is
Daryl Sweeney, D-a-r-y-l S-we-e-n-e-y, and I'mthe
mayor of Carson, California.

And one of the assenbly nenbers nentioned
earlier regarding sending out notification, and | just
found out about this yesterday about 4:00. So it would
be good if we can have sonme advance notice of these
ki nds of neetings, because | had a to cancel a business
appoi ntment to try to rush over here. And that's why
I"mglad the assenbly nmenber suggested that we be
allowed to go a little earlier.

The City of Carson is a community of interest

with its own defined boundaries. It is a nulti-cultural
community. It has its own viable econom c base and its
own university. The com ng ballot proposition -- it has

a comng ballot proposition, in fact, for its own schoo
district, which denonstrates that it is a distinct

community. It has its own shopping center and it has

21
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its own entertai nnent areas.

Wiile there are differences in incone, nost of
t he people in Carson share the sanme soci oeconom ¢
status. There are pockets of wealth and pockets of
poverty, but there's not the extrenme one that you would
find in other areas.

I woul d hope and suggest that the city be kept
intact and would rermain as part of the 55th assenbly
district.

And |'m sure any suggestion -- any suggestion
to split the city would probably have it split
north/south, with Del Anb being the dividing line. And
if you do that, on the north it's primarily the African
American conmunity and on the south its Filipino m xed
with Latino and everything else. If the City of Carson
is spit, | ampretty sure that you will be sort of
splitting it along racial lines, which would not be a
good thing. So I would suggest that the city be kept
i ntact.

And that would be ny comments. Thank you for
allowing me to go early.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very nuch,

M. Mayor. Please give ny regards to fornmer mayor G|
Smith next tinme you see him

MR SWVEENEY: | wll.

22



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very rmuch.

Next | have Council Menber Steve Bradford

MR. SWEENEY: Not here.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Excuse nme. Al right.
Then we will go into our panel. Thank you very mnuch.
And the panel consists of, if they can conme up to the
table here, Dr. Ceral dine Washington, the Rev. WIIiam
Canpbel |, Adrian Dove and Larry Aubry, | believe.

Go ahead and proceed, sir.

REV. CAMPBELL: Honorabl e Chairperson, menbers
of the conmttee, |ladies and gentlenen, | amthe
Rev. W/ Iliam Monroe Canpbell. Let ne indicate that |
just received a nmessage from Dr. Washi ngton, and she
regrettably will not be able to be with us this
morning. And | yet anticipate the other nmenbers of our
panel. | trust they arrive while |I'myet speaking.

Neverthel ess, | am coordi nator of the African
Ameri can Conmunity Advisory Committee on Redistricting
and | come before you to share our comunity's vita
interests in the redistricting process and to make known
to you our clear concern that there not be a reduction
in the nunber of congressional, state senate or state
assenbly districts with which we have had a particul ar
sense of identification.

Nearly a century ago, in 1903 to be exact,
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Dr. WE. B. DuBois introduced his powerful and now
classic work, "The Souls of Black Folk" with the
presci ent decl aration:

"Herein lie buried many things

which if read with patience may show

the strange neani ng of being bl ack

here in the dawning of the Twentieth

Century. This neaning is not without

interest to you, Gentle Reader; for

the problemof the Twentieth Century

is the problemof the color-line."

There are two el enents within the declaration
that | believe it is inportant for us to note at this
time and in the context of the work that you as a
conmittee are undertaking. H's reference to "the
strange neani ng of being bl ack” acknow edges that there
is nore to the African Anmerican experience than sinmply
genetics and biology. |In fact, the African American
community is a community of cohorts who share in a
historic, constitutional identification. And there are
i ssues that confront this nation that are derivative of
that reality which he incorporates in his expression
"the color-line."

Pl ease allow me further to note that this book

and profound declaration cane forth on the heels of the
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Reconstruction and what the sane author, Dr. DuBois
would wite of as "Black Reconstruction.” Those who are
students of United States history are aware that the
period so | abel ed referenced both the actions of this
nation to make adjustments follow ng the civil war and
appropriating to those who shared in the African

Ameri can experience the rights, privileges and
responsibilities of citizenship. That period ended with
the conprom se of 1876 that resulted in the election of
Rut herford B. Hayes as the president of the United
States at the expense of the rights of African

Anmeri cans.

W' ve made significance advances in recovering
fromthat debacle, reflected in expanded invol venent of
persons of African American ancestry in many facets of
this nation. Exanple is the presence of the honorable
M. Horton, as a nenber of your commttee and of your
| egi sl ati ve body, or the speaker before ne, as mayor of
one of our emerging cities.

As you engage in the redistricting process,
where will you fit in this historic picture? WII you
share in affirm ng growth and opportunity or will you
use a pencil of dimnishment by collapsing districts
that have produced el ected representati on respective of

the community of interest that shares in this profound
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historical, social and cultural experience.

We are here to offer to you and will be al so
subsequently submitting to you information that will
hel p you to understand the el enents that define our
community of interest and its geographica
i nplications. For exanple, our churches are nore than
pl aces of worship; they are social, cultural and
institutional centers. In fact, the church within the
African American experience have a distinctive status,
recogni zed by eccl esi ol ogi sts as bei ng broader than that
of others in its religious connection because of this
conpr ehensi ve character.

An exam nation of the preponderant |ength of
residency in areas reflects a dimension of stakehol der
presence in many areas that may be otherw se veil ed by
the nunber of residents in the area. There are other
indicators that are also informative, such as business
districts serviced by historic institutions, such as the
ol den State Mutual Life Insurance Conpany. There are
school associations that have |ingered through the
years, such as the historic Southern League of the
Los Angeles Unified School District.

There are al so comunities that have
di stinction, such as Watts. Prior to 1965, Watts was

noted as an area south of the Firestone and east of Main
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Street to the Gty of Los Angel es borders. The nedia,
bei ng uni nfornmed, presuned that all of the area affected
by the events of August 1965, generally used the rubric
"Watts Riot," and so disregarded the comunity

di stinction.

It is in that vein that we would have you
recogni ze the character of such historic districts and
conmunities, and we ook forward to submitting to you
nore detailed information that we believe will help you
to understand the cohort of the African American
experience and help to guide you as you nake the
deci sions that you nmust nmake in ternms of determ ning the
redistricting process and the future of the viability of
our comunity.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very nuch,
Reverend. W appreciate your taking the tine to be
here.

Let me just real quickly check if either Adrian
Dove or Larry Aubry are here yet? Adrian Dove or Larry
Aubry? M. Aubry?

REV. CAMPBELL: W will seek to have the
i nformati on they woul d have presented, submitted to you
inwiting, as well as |'ve alluded to suppl enenta

dat a.
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CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE: Ckay. And excuse ny
i gnorance. Adrian Dove, is that M. or M.?

REV. CAMPBELL: M.

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE: M. Adrian Dove. kay.
W will take that later, then. Thank you very nmuch. W
appreciate it, Rev. Canpbell

And we will nowgo to the WIlliamC. Vel asquez
Institute/ Mexi can Anerican Legal Defense and Educati ona
Fund. And we have -- representing them we have
collection -- let's see. Anmadis Vel ez, Zachary
Conzal ez, Al cides Rodriguez and Di ck Hi dal go and
Fel i pe Agredano-Lozano.

I's that correct?

MR, VELEZ: Correct. W have other nenbers,
al so --

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  On, all right. Well, you
can -- why don't you just take the MC duties here for
t he panel

MR, VELEZ: kay.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you

And pl ease make sure each person begins with
their nane and the spelling, for our court reporters.
Thank you.

MR. VELEZ: Thank you, Chairnman Longville, and

menbers of the conmttee for the opportunity to present
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MALDEF' s perspective on the state's redistricting

| egi sl ative process. M name is Amadi s Vel ez,
A-ma-d-i-s V-e-l-e-z, and | amthe western regi ona
redistricting coordinator for MALDEF, the Mexican

Ameri can Legal Defense and Educational Fund. MALDEF has
advocat ed on behal f of Latino Californians in the
redistricting process since 1980, in other parts of the
country since the 1960s.

I would Iike to start by saying that equal and
fair representation are anong the core val ues for which
all people in our denocracy strive. As such, MALDEF s
primary goal in redistricting is to ensure that Latinos
are provided with fair opportunities to elect the
candi dat es of our choi ce.

In submitting a redistricting plan with its
princi pal partnership organization, the WlliamC
Vel asquez Institute, we will acconplish this by
presenting a fair picture of electoral districts that
comply with the Voting Rights Act, incorporate
traditional redistricting principals, and respect the
boundaries of comunities of interest, including those
communities of interest identified by and inportant to
the Latino population in California.

W& wel come the opportunity to assist you in

your redistricting efforts, and conmend you on enabling
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California residents to participate in the process. As
you know, such input strengthens our denocracy.
Accordingly, to provide for greater public participation
during the redistricting, we again nust insist that
interested parties be provided with as nmuch advanced
war ni ng as possi ble on any | egislatively proposed
redistricting bills or amendnments to hel p ensure an open
and fair redistricting process.

In the year 2000 Latinos in California
conprised 32.4 percent of the total state popul ation
That's 11 mllion people. Although significant strides
have been nade during the past decade, our politica
representation continues to |lack far behind our voting
strengt h.

VWhere pol arization exists, as it does in
California, creation of Latino-majority districts is
necessary to achieve conpliance with the Voting R ghts
Act. The fact that there are any Latino-ngjority
districts in the state of California has only cone about
because organi zations such as MALDEF and the hard work
of many others, many of whomare in the roomwth us
t oday, who have advocated and litigated for the
necessity for these districts under the federal Voting
Ri ghts Act.

The redistricting proposals submtted by MALDEF
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and the Wlliam C Vel asquez Institute will conply with
the Voting Rights Act to prevent the dilution of Latino
voting strength and to ensure that Latinos are provided
with the fair opportunity to elect the candidates of our
choi ce.

Today | would like to briefly describe the
el ements of public participation that are of i mediate
concern to us, and to state the current voting right |aw
in the context of devel opments -- recent devel opnments.
Zachary Conzal ez, fromthe WIlliam C Vel asquez
Institute, will address the outreach work that we have
been perforni ng.

MALDEF and the WC. Vel asquez Institute
toget her have been -- well, I'Il let Zach speak about
t hat section.

Based on comments made by the conmttee on
May 4, public hearings in San Diego, it is our
understanding that this committee will accept public
testinmony not only as it relates to the assenbly and to
its lines and issues, but also as it relates to the
state senate and congressional |ines and other rel ated
issues. On that note, with this in mnd, | raise to
which the followi ng inportant issues:

As of today, the Senate El ections and

Reapportionnent Committee has nade absol utely no
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provi sion for public coment on proposed redistricting
pl ans, or redistricting bills and comments. This is
clearly unacceptable. |Immediate renedies to this

oversi ght must be inplemented to ensure that the people
of the state of California have a full and fair
opportunity to provide the state election committee with
val uabl e community i nput and to ensure that their voice
i s heard.

The assenbly Committee on El ections and
Reapportionnent, by contrast, has billed this public
comrent period into its schedul e and the senate
conmittee nmust follow its example

The August 1 deadline for public subm ssion of
senate and congressional redistricting plans, a deadline
est ablished by the Senate El ections Committee, marks an
i mportant turning point in the |legislative redistricting
process. It is at this point that the public is
provided with a valuable opportunity to anal yze,
critique and advocate for or against particular plans or
bills.

The public comment period occurs -- occurring
after the public has had an opportunity to provide
redistricting conmttees with suggestions,
recomendati ons and plans, as well as those occurring

after redistricting conmttees have submitted
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redistricting bills or amendnents, are an essential part
of any open, fair redistricting process. It provides
redistricting conmttees with conmunity perspective on
proposal s that are sinply unavail abl e el sewhere. They
provi de a human di nension to and ani mate the denographic
and political data that is used to redistrict.

Because this is such an inportant el enent of
the public participation process, MALDEF intends to
provide | egal analysis of redistricting plans or bills
before the Senate Elections Conmttee. As such, the
failure of the commttee to provide the public with such
a conment period deprives Californians of an inportant
opportunity to participate in one of the nost inportant
parts of our political and el ectoral process.

MALDEF woul d be happy to assist the Senate
El ections Committee in devel oping a hearing schedul e,
one focused on providing comment plans, bills or
amendnments before the committee. The Senate El ections
Committee must provide no less than three days of
hearings with one-week notice. |Ideally, these neetings
shoul d occur in Northern California, Southern California
and Central Valley to facilitate public participation
during this process. W understand that the |egislative
sumer recess is fromJuly 20 to August 20. This should

provide the Senate Elections Conmittee with nore tinme to
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i mpl enent a fair schedul e.

Returning specifically to the Assenbly
Conmittee on Elections. W urge the commttee to
expedite the release of transcripts from previous
hearings. Timely access to the public record
facilitates consideration of comunity interest
i nformation provided to the conmittee by the public.
Wth the August 15 suggested time line for the
submi ssi on of assenbly proposals | ooning just around the
corner, time is of the essence. Transcripts nust be
made avail able i medi ately and the entire process mnust
be expedited. W are aware that sonme transcripts have
been rel eased, but we would appreciate it if they could
be released in a little nore expedited manner

Just as urban | egends have a seem ngly
unfettered propensity to develop a life of their own, it
is unfortunate that the nyth that the Voting R ghts Act
is no longer viable -- is no longer a viable force in
redistricting still exists. Quite the contrary. The
Voting Rights Act is alive, well and kicking and runors
of its death have, to borrow from Mark Twai n, been
greatly exaggerated. Over the past decade, nore
majority-minority districts have been upheld than have
been overturned. Numerous suprenme court and | ower court

post - Shaw deci sions continue to reaffirmthe main
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corollaries of the Voting Rights Act: One, draw ng
majority-mnority districts is still illegal and, two,
adopting redistricting plans that deny minority voters
the opportunity to elect candidates of their choice is
not .

To those who woul d perpetuate the myth that the
Voting Rights Act demise will -- the myth of the Voting
Rights Act's demise while redistricting, | offer the
following: |If you ignhore the Voting Rights Act and
relegate its role to that of a mnor nuisance, easily
di sregarded, it is aninvitation to protracted and
costly litigation

The Voting Rights Act continues to provide a
val uabl e tool for mnority communities disenfranchi sed
by the electoral systemthat contains or perpetuates
systematic barriers to equitable participation and fair
representation. MALDEF is committed to ensuring that
Latinos are provided with every opportunity to
partici pate as equal partners in our denocracy. The
Voting Ri ghts Act of 1965 protects racial and ethnic
mnorities, including Latinos, not just against the
outright denial of the right to vote but agai nst
nmechani sns that have effective -- has the effect of
denying or diluting mnority voting strength.

Unfortunately, vote dilution still occurs
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agai nst Latinos. Therefore, creating a redistricting
pl an that fractures Latinos across districts or packs
Latinos into a few districts can violate the Voting
Rights Act. As a result, we strongly advise that a
failure to create additional Latino-majority districts,
in light of the trenmendous increase in the Latino
popul ation, could very well violate federal |aw

I"d like to make a few final remarks, quick
points as | close. As you know, NMALDEF will soon be
submitting a redistricting plan for the conmttee's
consideration. W reenphasize again, in the spirit of
openness and fairness, we believe it is extrenely
important for the public to have access to any data
sources, specifically any conmunity of interest type
dat abases that the | egislature uses or has available to
it indrafting its plan

Furthernmore, for the commttee's guidelines for
public subm ssion of plans, the last criterion stating
"avoi di ng unnecessary vote deferral"™ should be renoved,
as it is unnecessary and should not be accorded the
status of traditional redistricting criteria. There is
m ni mal | egal support for inclusion of this criterion in
the assenbly's list of traditional redistricting
criteria.

| leave the committee nenbers with copies of
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the testinony presented today, as well as copies of our
redi stricting manual devel oped together with the Asian
Pacific American Legal Center and the NAACP Lega

Def ense Fund. Denise Hulett, MALDEF s nationa
redistricting coordinator, Steve Reyes, our voting
rights attorney in the MALDEF Los Angel es regiona
office and | wel come the opportunity to answer any
guestions you may have and provi de assistance to you as
this process progresses.

I now pass the m ke to Zachary Gonzal ez from
the WIlliam C. Vel asquez Institute.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  And before M. Vel asquez
begins, let ne just thank you for providing a witten
copy of your testimony as well, and nention: Anyone who
does have their remarks in witing, if you have the
ability to provide us a copy of it, it will be very
hel pful. And we have several staff people seated right
over here, next to the court reporters. And if you just
give it to one of them they'll make sure that we have
that in the record.

And thank you very nuch.

MR, VELEZ: Thank you.

MR. GONZALEZ: M nane is Zachary Gonzal ez.
That's Z-a-c-h-a-r-y Go-n-z-a-l-e-z. Today I'd like to

testify about MALDEF AND WCVI's redistricting outreach
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pr ogr am

MALDEF and WCVI, together, have held
redi stricting workshops in over 30 conmunities
t hroughout the state of California. At these workshops,
we encourage participants to organize into | oca
redistricting coalitions so that they can effectively
participate in redistricting at both statew de |evels
and at, also, local city council and supervisoria
| evel s; and many have done just that. Qur workshops
i nclude both the legislative -- a |legal overview on the
state of redistricting law, and al so an interactive
conmponent whereby community menbers use real naps, rea
data and real software to develop the district |lines
that they think best represent their interests in their
conmmuni ti es.

Based on our work with community menbers at
t hese workshops, MALDEF and the WIIliam C. Vel asquez
Institute have docunented the concerns of the Latino
community. They have told us, with marker in hand,
where their communities are, and, nore inportantly, what
defines themas a comunity.

Sone definitions are universal, such as issues
pertaining to access, to health care, adequate
educational facilities and opportunities, the

availability of affordable housing and equal access to
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government services. Together we have gathered this

data and mapped it based on the socioeconomc criteria.

However, there are also histories and
experiences that are unique to each community that we
visit. And these have al so becone part of our
redistricting efforts. These include specific |oca
concerns having to do with agriculture, water, energy,
transportation, mgration, business and other issues
that serve to define a comunity.

People tell us how the Latino conmunity has

been deni ed representation in many cities and counti es.

They tell us how a variety of voting systenms and

el ectoral requirenments, including the shape of
districts, has prevented them from being able to el ect
the person who will best fight for their comunity.

As we organi ze conmunities throughout the
state, MALDEF and the WIlliam C. Velasquez Institute
encour age participants to voice their concerns by
testifying at both assenmbly and senate hearings. Sone
are present today and you will hear fromthem shortly.
To further support the testinony of our community,
MALDEF and the WIlliam C Vel asquez Institute al so
intend to submt a redistricting plan to both assenbly
and senate that reflect the needs and concerns of our

communities that we have visited throughout the state.
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W are pleased that the assenbly and senate are
hol di ng public hearings to all ow people to testify on
how | i nes should be drawn in their conmunities. W hope
that the dates and | ocations of future hearings remain
unchanged, so that the comunity has sufficient notice
to participate

We al so hope that the California public is
given sufficient time to cormment on any assenbly and
senate proposals. | would rem nd you today that the
committee -- if it takes several nonths to put together
a plan, it will take |longer than a day or two for the
general public to submt informed comment on proposed
districts.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much, sir

And before we nove to the next person, | should
have noted for the benefit of the audience, on the web
site, which you may recall in ny introductory remarks,
that part that | read, that -- | nentioned we have a web
site. The location of the web site is on nateria
available in the lobby. On that web site there is a
wealth of information available, we're trying to put
anyt hi ng out there we think people nmight find useful,
and included will be the transcripts of all these

hearings. So, for exanple, right now we have the first
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two hearings up on it. And as the remaining ones are
transcribed, we will put themon the web site as well.
So all of your testinmony offered today will end up on
the web site. It takes a couple of weeks or so at |east
to get that up, probably a little longer, and we will be
doi ng that.

I will also note, by the way, we will be doing
the redistricting itself, essentially ourselves, in a
peri od of about a nonth. Because we have set August 15
as our cutoff for taking testinony; we have to be
finished by Septenmber 15. So it's going to be rea
conpr essed

Wth that, sir, please -- you have the
m cr ophone.

MR VELEZ: 1'd like to bring up Margo
Mor al es.

M5. MORALES-FULLER: H . M name is Margo
Moral es-Fuller. That's Ma-r-g-o Mo-r-a-1l-e-s hyphen
F-u-1-1-e-r. 1'ma resident of the Gty of Pasadena and
I"mhere to urge you to keep in mnd that Pasadena is a
city that's very organized. And | hope that -- that you
take that into consideration when you redraw your
lines. We |like being under one elected | eader there,
and we don't want to have to vote for two different

assenbly seats.
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Thank you.

MR, AGREDANO LOZANO My nane is Filipe
Agr edano- Lozano, and that's F-e-l-i-p-e A-g-r-e-d-a-n-o
hyphen L-0-z-a-n-o, and I'mfield representative for
Counci| Menber Victor Gordo. And Council Menber Victor
Cordo sponsored one of these redistricting foruns in the
San Gabriel Valley, City of Pasadena, and with the help
of MALDEF and the WIlliam C. Velasquez Institute. W
want to thank themvery nmuch for that, and that we al so
want to urge you to consider Pasadena and East Pasadena,
which are currently in two congressional districts.
Pasadeni ans prefer to be -- both East Pasadena and
Pasadena prefer to be in one district, whether it be
assenbly, senate or congressional

And as a resident of the San Gabriel Valley, I
al so want to urge consideration of the region as a
whol e; consider its econonmic, its housing, its
educational needs. The region thinks of itself as a
regi on very strong, and al so organi zed and present, and
I just want to make sure that that is al so considered
for the record

And | should al so nention, although there is
someone here representing Eagl e Rock Chanber of
Conmer ce, Kaye Beckham as a former field representative

for Senator Jack Scott and field deputy or
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representative to Eagle Rock, |I'm aware that Eagle Rock
is currently in three assenbly seats and two senate --
two senate districts. And | know very well that the
community of Eagle Rock is very interested in being one
assenbly and one senate district.

That's it for nmy comments.

MR, REYES: (Good afternoon, Chairman Longville
and nenbers of the commttee. M nane is Louis R
Reyes, L-0-u-i-s Re-y-e-s, and |'ma resident of the
Cty of Wiittier. | have lived in the city with ny
famly for 11 years and |I'm sel f-enpl oyed, working a
fam |y business, which is located in unincorporated Wst
Wiittier. |In addition, | have been a full-tine student
for the last four years; two which has been at the R o
Hondo Community College, located in North Whittier

VWil e studying at Rio Hondo College | had the
privil ege of serving as associ ate student body president
and a student trustee of the district. Unfortunately,
we're -- several of our conmmunity nenbers are here

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Stretch out. Slower. |
see sparks down there

MR. REYES: Several of our comunity menbers
are here to testify that our communities are split up,
not only at a state and federal |evel but also at a

county level, with different representatives.
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I am here before you as a concerned citizen and
representative of the Wiittier Latino Coalition, a
conmuni t y- based organi zati on that advocates greater
Latino participation in civic affairs of our comunity.

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Even a touch sl ower would
not hurt.

MR. REYES: Okay. Qur coalition is nade up of
a wide range of community residents in the greater
VWhittier area, which holds nmenbership in a variety of
ot her comuni ty-based organi zati ons.

| am here to ask the committee not to -- to
take in ny testinmony not to divide our comunity in
different legislative districts. The greater Wittier
area, which enconmpasses the 90601 area code to the
90606 -- | nean zip codes -- is a comunity of interest
in the opinion of our coalition, which represents
i ndividual s fromdifferent soci oeconom c, education, age
and ethnic groups. Wat bounds us -- bonds us as a
community, in ny personal opinion, is three-fold.

First, our conmunity shares nany services that
the city and county provides the residents. From parks
to community centers, our residents use these services
throughout the area. For exanmple, the Cty of Wittier
has an annual sunmer in the concert park series.

Community residents fromall over the area attend these
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concerts, and it's just one of many exanples that our
whol e area shares conmon interests.

Second, our youth attend the sanme high schoo
districts and community college. The Wittier Union
H gh School District, which serves the area, has five
hi gh schools. Many of the students go and grow up and
attend these schools and know each other, they compete
in athletics, they participate in extracurricul ar
activities and grow up staying in the area. This is a
conmon bond between -- between our conmunities.

Finally, | believe our communities share the
strong sense of comunity pride and concern for the
envi ronnent and preservation of our resources. Fromthe
VWhittier Narrows to the north of us, redevel oping our
brown fields to the south of our area, which includes
Santa Fe Springs, the Pio Pico restoration, which is in
the west part of our city, and the Whittier Hlls
preservation, bordering the entire north of the area.
VWhittier area residents believe that these are inportant
aspects of our community, and we work hard as a
community for these conmmon interests.

Menbers of the committee, these are just a
sampl e of the reasons why the greater Wiittier area is a
community of interest and should not be split. | ask

you to respect our conmunity of interests, enforce the
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Voting Rights Act. Please do not split our comunities
when you redraw the redistricting |ine.

Thank you

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much

Next ?

M5. SULLIVAN. My nanme is Nancy W/ cox
Sullivan. Do you have the spelling? Na-n-c-y
Wi-l-c-0-x Sullivan, S-u-l-l-i-v-a-n

I"ve lived in the unincorporated area of
VWhittier for 33 years, where | raised ny children
nostly as a single parent, so of course |'ve been active
in my community that many years. And | have the sanme
concerns about cl eaning up our area.

Al'l our kids have grown up together, played
sports together, go to the sanme novies, go to the same
school s, do everything together. They all know each
other. South Whittier is just as concerned about the
Wiittier hills as North Wiittier is, because we're
affected environnmental |y by everything that happens in
any part of Wittier.

| just hope and pray that we will not spit up
our Whittier area in any way. It is very confusing to
have all these different divisions. One park will have
an activity that's totally different fromanother. Qur

supervi sors -- we have two; one park has one supervisor
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one has another. W have so many splits in our city
that we don't need. And that is ny one hope, that

VWhittier never gets divided.

Because our -- nowthat I'ma full-time --
retired, but full- -- permanent now, full-tine vol unteer
for my conmunity, | get to hear fromthem all

especially the nons, the parents, and the kids

t hensel ves about what they want in Wittier. And the
thing they want the nost is not to be divided in any
way.

I thank you very nuch

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very nuch.

And before we nove to our next witness, I'd
make two notes. One is just to rem nd fol ks that we do
draw the lines for the house of representatives, the
senate, the California State Senate, California State
Assenbly and the state board of equalization. The state
senate al so develops plans for all four of those things
and then, eventually, we will work out differences
bet ween what ever we adopt. The lines for the board of
supervisors and other local districts will be drawn by
those districts.

And, also, let nme note that after we finish
this panel 1"mgoing to insert two individuals.

bel i eve Council Menber Steve Bradford, nmaybe Mayor
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Pro Tem Bradford, from Gardena has arrived. And then
Basil Kinbrew, fromthe Conpton School Board. So please
go ahead with the renmai ni ng nenbers of our panel, then
we' |l squeeze those two in before the next panel

Thank you

M5. LEMOS: MW nane is Liza, L-i-z-a Lenos

L-e-mo-s. | grewup inthe City of Pico Rivera and now
I live right next door in Whittier. | live in the
dividing line of two districts, even though I live in

the central part of the city.

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE: M ss, could you nove the
m crophone closer to your mouth, there? Yeah, we're --
peopl e are having difficulty hearing you.

M5. LEMOS: |1'ma nmenber of the Wiittier Latino
Coalition, which seeks to involve our nmenbership in
civic and social events and activities in the city.

Qur comunity shares many sources. W attend
concerts in the park, practice at the "Y', neetings at
the conmmunity center, we take our kids to baseball ganes
at Lucky Ranch, go to a |lot of soccer ganes. W support
our local businesses in the area. W are a community of
interests. W live in the sane city but are both are
diluted by splitting our community with different --
into different districts.

As a concerned citizen and parent, |I'mhere to
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ask that our conmunity is not divided into different
districts.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much

Any nore fromthe panel ?

MR, RODRI GUEZ: Good afternoon, nenber
conmittee. M nane is Alcides Rodriguez, A-l-c-i-d-e-s
Rodri guez, R-o0-d-r-i-g-u-e-z. | represent San Pedro and
Wl mngton. And the nost part of the San Pedro and
W m ngton keeping the sane -- nore simlarities than
di fferences. W keeping the sane problem we keeping
the sane kind of school. W have the sanme -- alnost the
same kind of job. The nost activities are al nost the
same in both cities, WImngton and San Pedro. And we
would Iike to keep us together in one district and
that's why we are here today. W consider we have the
nost peopl e and concern on that community. It is very
important to keep it in the sanme district instead to be
di vi ded.

And, also, | had a letter froma student from
San Pedro Hi gh School, and I'd like to read it. The
nane is Max Zelaya, Ma-x; Zelaya is Z-e-l-a-y-a. And
the letter say:

"l have lived in San Pedro for 12
years. | ama 10th grade student at

San Pedro Hi gh School. As a student,
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I would |ike nore school especially in

San Pedro area because ny school is so

crowd that classes or classroomare

too small. There are nore than 60

student on each grade and this is so

crowded. W need nore school there

and we need nore recreational area."

We can get that if we are keeping district al
together in order to satisfy necessity for the whole
community keeping the sanme interests. Thus we woul d
like to keep San Pedro and Wl m ngton in the sane
district and not be divided.

Thank you so nuch.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much, sir

Go ahead, sir.

MR H DALEGO  Cood afternoon, M. Chairman and
menbers of the conmttee. M nane is Dick H dal go and
am here in behalf of ny friend, Adelaida Mdreno. The
nane is spelled A-d-e-l-a-i-d-a and Moreno is
Mo-r-e-n-o. Wiat she wote is this:

"l am Adel ai da Mbreno. | have

lived in WImngton for 25 years and

went to school and I work in

Wl mngton. | amraising three

children that were also born in the
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same community. My daughter graduated
fromthe sane high school | went to

My job is in the comunity schoo
programthat works with | owincone
famlies, which is the Head Start
program | ama hone visitor that
works with the famlies that are at
high risk. | amclosely related to
their struggles in the overcrowded
school s and conmunity free clinics,
and their desperation for
better-prepared teachers, |ess crowled
cl assroons and better staffed
clinics. | feel that if we are
allowed to join our voting power wth
our brothers and sisters from
San Pedro, we could make the changes
possi bl e, such as better schools and
extended clinic services, nore noney
to prepare our teachers and to hire
new ones. |In addition to opening nore
clinics in our comunities that would
of fer weekend service for those that
cannot afford medical insurance,

San Pedro and W m ngton share simlar
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problenms. That is why | would like to

state here that | support the respect

for our communities and the

comunities of interest that exist in

this region and do not split them up

into multiple assenbly districts.

W1 m ngton and San Pedro are one

conmunity with one common goal, which

is to wrk towards for a brighter

future for our children regardl ess of

race, color, religious beliefs or

| anguage. "

Thank you very nuch.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much, sir
If by any chance you have a copy of that letter you
could | eave us, that woul d be wonderful

Thank you.

M5. SAAVEDRA: Good norni ng, honorable
menbers. Thank you for the opportunity to speak before
your committee.

My nane is Bert Saavedra. That's B-e-r-t and
Saavedra is S-a-a-v-e-d-r-a. |I'mthe director of a
conmuni t y- based organi zati on working in the Pico-Union
community for nine years. M testinony will recomend

the boundaries that will best serve the interests of
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this comunity.

Pico-Union is located in the central Cty of
Los Angeles. The northern boundary would be A ynpic,
the sout hern boundary woul d be the Santa Monica Freeway,
t he eastern boundary woul d be the Harbor Freeway and the
west ern boundary woul d be Normandie. It sits within two
postal zip codes, 906 and 15, with approxi mately 63, 000
i nhabitants. The majority of the popul ati on consi sts of
poor immgrants from Mexico and Central America. Pico
Boul evard is the main corridor in Pico-Union and honme to
many small and nedi um si ze busi ness who serve the
residents with goods and services. Sprinkled throughout
the conmmunity are long-tine residents who own their own
hones and are actively involved in addressing quality of
life issues. Pico-Union residents face many chal | enges:
Lack of green space, overcrowded schools, a poor public
transportation flow, lack of north and south, |ack of
af fordabl e housing, currently living in sone of the
ol dest, unreinforced masonry dwellings in the city, high
crime, drug trafficking problens and a grow ng
prostitution problemover a concentration -- an
over-concentration of alcohol |icenses and, nost
recently, the Ranpart scandal

The state and federal further conplicate the

solutions to our challenges with district boundaries
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that cut through a conmunity of the approximtely 1.9
square mles in the mdsection of Pico-Union, sonewhere
around Hoover, which gives us fragmented
representation. W currently have three state assenbly
districts, two state senate districts, three
congressional districts sharing our conmunity. Add to
this puzzle is the representation of |ocal |evel
government, which consists of one council nenber but two
divisions of the L.A police departnment. This is a tad
i nprovenent from Echo Park, our neighbor to the north,
who has two council menbers representing the area and
two police divisions.

One woul d assunme that with all this
representation, we would have the chall enges we face
daily in the Pico-Union area taken care of. As far as
accountability is concerned, if we only had one assenbly
menber, one senate nenber and one congressional nenber
it would be -- it would be a nore direct course of
action to solve our challenges. This would al so prevent
the conmunity nmenbers from being bounced from door to
door, seeking solutions to the chall enges.

As you know, the forenost reason in draw ng
lines is to get community representation by el ected
officials. That equates to inproving the quality of

life. It is not to cut up a conmmunity in such a way
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that fragments services. W are asking that you keep
Pico-Union as one unit of interest for the next 10
years, since the nethod of double and triple
representation has not served our comunity's best
i nterest.

This brings to mnd a quote | heard recently,
which 1'd like to paraphrase: That a statesnman is a
politician that serves the people, and a politician is a
statesman that serves thenselves. W in Pico-Union
deserve the fornmer, and | woul d appreciate your
consi derati on.

W al so have nmaps that show the types of --
Pi co-Union. And one other map 1'd like to show you.
This is the boundaries that we're tal king about, and all
that confetti that's sprinkled throughout are all of the
liquor licenses that sort of go through this community.
And you can see why we have a high concentration of
traffic probl ens, high concentration of drug problens,
prostitution and other issues that we have had for
years. We're hopeful that the new boundaries that we're
suggesting will alleviate part of our problemand create
sone sol utions.

| thank you for your tine.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very nuch,

ma'am  And you are providing us copy of the map, by
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chance?

M5. SAAVEDRA: Yes. They're also --

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much. W
appreci ate that.

V5. SAAVEDRA: W have Jane Scott, Carnen
Vaughn and Rudy Cordova, al so from Pico-Union, and
they' re 20-year residents and honmeowners.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you

M5. SCOIT: CGood afternoon, gentlenen. M nane

is Jane Frances Scott, S-c-o-t-t, Frances with an "e.
I ama resident and a honeowner in Pico-Union since
1980. M husband was born and raised in Pico-Union. W
have raised our two sons in this community. And I'ma
retired coll ege professor fromthe | ocal community
col | ege.

I'"'ma nmenber of the nei ghborhood which --
nei ghbor hood watch, the Al varado Terrace Honeowners
Associ ation, the Wndm || Links Community G ass Roots
Organi zation and the Coalition to Inprove Quality of
Life in Ranpart, and the basis is the concept for the
mayor's Qperation Heal thy Nei ghborhoods.

Qur conmunity, Pico-Union, has traditionally
and historically been within the boundaries of Santa

Moni ca Freeway, Harbor Freeway, O ynpic Boul evard and

Nor mandi e Avenue. This is the geographic area brought
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to mind when we tal k about Pi co-Union

W have a popul ati on of about 63,000 peopl e of
diverse origins, cultures and beliefs. Qur community is
represented by one council district, three different
state assenbly representatives, two different state
senators and two different representatives in Congress.
Does this make any sense at all to you?

We respectfully ask you to respect our
community and do not divide our community in fragments,
so that none of us get any decent representation in the
multiple districts because we will be small and we won't
matter. W ask that you really respect our concerns
when you draw up new district boundaries. W no |onger
want, nor wish to be known as Pico-Union, the dunping
ground of Los Angeles. W have a voice and want to be
heard by you. |If you don't or won't hear us, we can and
will find our |ouder voice.

Pico-Union is very unique. W have the |argest
intact area of the turn-of-the-|last-century honmes west
of the Mssissippi River. W have hones on the Nationa
Hi storic Register and on the city's historic register.
We are working to get an Historic Protection Overlay
Zone, known as an HPQZ, for our comunity, as well as
trying to stop the indiscrimnate denolition of our

noderately significant historic homes. Even the

57



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

noderately historic homes add to the flavor of our
communi ty.

The various sections of Pico-Union are sinlar
in that there are many houses which are single fanmly
resi dences and historic, as well as many fine old
apartment buil dings. Mny of our resident owners are
beginning to paint and refurbish these ol d houses,
maki ng them beauti ful once again and maeki ng themthe
gens of Los Angel es once again. This is creating a
pride of ownership again in our conmunity.

Qur residents are fromall races, black, white,
Latin, Asian and |Islanders, as well as diverse cultures,
Eur o- Amrer i can, Mexi can, Sal vadoran, Korean, Fili pino,
Ecuadorian and G eek. W run the ganmut of the various
| evel s of inconme. Sone residents are affluent and sone
are very poor.

The greatest factor is that nost of our
residents like living in Pico-Union. W don't see the
blighted area that the nedia sees. W do have our
probl ens, but we are beconmi ng nore and nore organi zed
and are starting to nake a big difference in
Pi co-Uni on. Please help us keep Pico-Union intact.

G ve us the representation that we deserve and the
services that are afforded the nore affluent areas of

Los Angeles and California. Please do not keep
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Pi co-Uni on pictured as the downtrodden, blighted,
Cod-forsaken area of Los Angel es that nany people in
other parts of the city are terrified to enter. Help us
make Pi co-Union the showase of Los Angeles. There are
many, many good people who live here.

W believe that if we are in one district
instead of three, we will finally have representatives
on all levels of government who will keep our interests
in mnd and work for us and not agai nst us.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very nuch,

ma' am
And next.
M5. VAUGHN: Good afternoon. Thank you so nuch
for allowing ne to speak to you. I'mjust going to be

very short. M nane is Carnmen Vaughn, C-a-r-me-n V- as
in Victor -a-u-g-h-n.

"Il again just say, right now we want to keep
Pi co-Union in one single place. W don't want to be
di vided. Because finally, after many years, the whole
community is working together. W try to clean our
nei ghbors. W like to stay as a one single unit, we
don't want to be divided.

I"ve been living in Pico-Union for many years.

| raised ny kids in there, and I'mvery proud of ny
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kids. Yes, everybody tal king so bad about Pi co-Union
But because is a lot of good people that living there,
we nake the difference. And we want you to help us to
keep our neighbor in one place and don't divide it.
Because finally we -- the nei ghborhood is united and we
fighting to have a better life.

So that's all | have to say. Thank you so
nmuch.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much
am

And next nmenber of the panel ?

MR. DeCORDOVA: M nane is Rudy Tenorio
DeCordova. That's T-e-n-o-r-i-o De, D-e CGo-r-d-0-v-a.
' m president of Pico-Union Heights Nei ghborhood
Associ ation. Qur organization is dedicated to inproving
the quality of life in Pico-Union

Over the course of 30 years, our conmunity has
declined. But |'ve seen a trenendous positive change in
the last five years. The community residents are com ng
together as a community and we're demanding fair
representation, we're demanding fair city services.

The organi zati on, our nei ghborhood associ ation
at our nost recent nei ghborhood associ ati on neeting, we
have concl uded that we would |ike to have one state

assenbly, one senate representative, and we ask that the
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the south and the Harbor Freeway on the east.

panel ?

Ma-r- --

Thank you

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much

Do we have any additional nenbers of the

Ckay.

M5. SORIANO Hello. M name is Mayra Soriano

["'msorry -- Ma-y-r-a S-o-r-i-a-n-o and I'm

here to speak on behalf of M. Carlos Vaquerano,

Ca-r-l1-o0-s V-a-g-u-e-r-a-n-o.

director of SALEF, which is the Sal vador an- Aneri can

Leader shi

p and Educational Fund.
"Dear nenbers of the Assenbly
El ecti ons, Reapportionnment and
Constitutional Amendnent Committee:
Hel |l o and good norning. M/ name
is Carlos Vaquerano, and | have worked
for over 20 years in Los Angeles
advocating for human and i nm grant
rights especially in the Pico-Union
district. | amthe executive director

of the Sal vadoran- Ameri can Leadership

He's the executive
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sl ower,

and Educational Fund, (SALEF) a
nonprofit, non-partisan, civic and
educational organization comritted to
expandi ng opportunities for

Sal vador an- Aneri cans and ot her Centra
Anmerican comunities in the United
States. Qur mmin goals are conmunity
enpower nent, | eadership

devel opnent ™ --

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE: M ss? Just a little bit

if you can.

M5. SORIANG " -- and providing
educati onal support. SALEF serves the
Central American and other Latino
popul ati ons especially those residing
in the Pico-Union area, thus we
recogni ze their needs and concerns.

Los Angel es has the second | argest
concentration of Sal vadorans in the
wor | d, surpassed only by San Sal vador
the capital of El Sal vador. According
to the 1990 census, there are
approximately 1 mllion Sal vadorans
living in the United States,

approxi mately 400, 000 of those reside
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in Los Angeles County. This nunber
represent 15 to 20 percent of the
entire popul ation of El Sal vador

Sal vadorans now constitute the fourth
| argest Latino community in the United
States, the largest community in

Washi ngton, D.C. and the second

| argest Latino community in

Cal i f orni a.

Despite their denpgraphic
significance, these imigrants live
bel ow this "econom ¢ divide," earning
| ess than non-inmgrants earn. The
Pi co- Uni on/ Vst | ake District, where
SALEF is | ocated and which is hone to
the | argest concentration of
Sal vadoran and Central Anerican
i mm grant popul ation in Los Angel es
has a poverty rate of 35 percent,
al mrost that of the City of
Los Angeles. Mbst residents are the
wor ki ng poor with a nmedian i ncone for
a famly of four is less than $16, 000
per year. Consistent with preceding

i mm gration cycles, many individuals
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arrived with trade skills that are
nmost appropriate to service
i ndustries. To compound the
comunity's limted skill base, 46
percent of residents age 25 and ol der
have conpleted | ess than a nint h-grade
education; the majority of this
conmunity lives in linguistic
i sol ation, as nore than 60 percent of
Pi co-Uni on residents report that no
one in the household over age 14 can
speak English well. Mst working
adults are enployed in | owincone
manuf act uri ng, garnment and service
i ndustries and in various aspects of
t he "under ground" econony, where
enpl oyers provide few or no health
care benefits. |In addition to the
absence of private insurance coverage,
the majority lack access to a safety
net of public benefits, as nost are
ineligible for health or other
gover nment prograns.

During a forumlast year in

Washi ngton D.C., forner President Bill
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A inton acknow edged the huge
educational divide that exists between
Lati nos and ot her groups in general,
and the Latino conmunity's

mar gi nal i zation from the new digital
econony' in particular. The Counci

of Economic Advisors to the Wite
House rel eased a report, which
reveal ed that although Latinos
represent 11 percent of the |abor
force, they constitute only 4 percent
of professionals in "high tech"

i ndustries. The report |inks

this "digital divide' to the |lack of
educati onal opportunities and prograns
from preschool up through coll ege age
Latino Anericans. Only 30 percent of
Latino children have access to
preschool programs conpared to 45
percent of Anglos and 50 percent of
African Anericans; only 63 percent of
Lati nos have conpl eted secondary
school in conparison to 88 percent of
Angl os, and the proportion of Latinos

who graduate fromuniversities is |ess
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than 50 percent of the Anglo rate for
col l ege graduation. dearly, these
|l ow | evel s of education have a huge
i npact on the econom c well being of
our conmunities, whose salaries fal
21 percent bel ow the average for
Angl os.

SALEF joins MALDEF and the WIIliam
C. Velasquez Institute in urging you
to support the enforcenment of the
Voting R ghts Act, which insures our
community's votes are not dil uted.
Respect the Central American and ot her
communities that reside in the area by
not splitting themup into multiple
assenbly districts. It is pertinent
that the needs of the Sal vadoran and
Central American comunities be
addr essed when considering the
redrawi ng of district |ines.

Once again on behal f of SALEF and
the Central Anerican comunity, |
t hank you for your consideration of

this testinmony."

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very nuch.
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Do we have any other menbers on the panel ?

MR. VALEZ: No nore speakers, M. Longville.
Thank you.

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much. W
appreci ate your taking the time to be with us this
nmor ni ng.

M. Leonard?

MR, LEONARD: One informational question that
maybe M's. Saavedra ..

Pi co- Uni on, what's the popul ation within the
boundaries, that you gave us?

MS. SAAVEDRA: As of the 1990 census, it was

approximately 63,000 in a 1.9 square nmile. And so we're

in that --

MR LEONARD: That's the '90 census?

M5. SAAVEDRA: Correct. Correct. W're the
nost over-concentrated -- as you know -- well, that's
one zip code, throughout the 1.9 square mles. It's is

a very popul ated environnent.
Thank you.
MR. LEONARD: Thank you.
Thank you, M. Chairman
CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Certainly.
Thank you very nuch.

And at this time I'mgoing to insert -- do we
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have Council| Menber Bradford? Council Menber Bradford
com ng forward.

And is it Council Menber or Mayor Pro Tenf?

MR BRADFCRD: Mayor Pro Tem

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Mayor Pro Tem  Ckay.
Vll, | know that al so includes council menber, having
spent tinme doing that, but | just want to give you the
highest title you're entitled to, sir.

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE: M. GCeorge Magal | anes.

(The foll owi ng proceedi ngs were

reported by Stephanie L. Ellis)
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MR. BRADFCORD: | appreciate it. Good
afternoon. My name is Steve Bradford, Mayor Pro Tem
the City of Gardena, and it's truly an honor to cone
before this panel and briefly share with you ny concerns
as it relates to the Gty of Gardena and where we fall.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE: Sl ower. Sl ower.

VR, BRADFCRD: Sl ower.

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  The court reporter's
fingers are catching fire.

MR. BRADFORD: | thought she was doi ng about
100 words a mnute, but | guess not.

Again, to express our concerns as it relates to
the redrawi ng of assenbly district lines. | think for
the assenbly and all that are involved, this is probably
going to be the nost chal | engi ng reapporti onment session
ever in the history of the assenbly sinply due to the
termlimts, and that many that are drawi ng the |lines
today will not be here to see themcarried out or even
to represent those districts.

And our concern is that in the past, what
primarily had driven party lines -- or the lines were
mainly party affiliations, and we feel nowthat it's
become nore of an ethnic drawi ng, a gerrymandering, SO
to speak, of the lines as to the proposed propositions

that we've heard. W' ve heard that Gardena will be
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split in half, bifurcated, and that's not a desire of
the citizens of Gardena. W' ve heard that Gardena will
be noved over into the 55th Assenbly District, and
that's not desires of the residents of Gardena. W' ve
heard that there's a possibility that we'll be shifted
over into 51st Assenbly District, and that's not desires
of the city of Gardena and the residents either

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Even a little sl ower
still. | appreciate it. | know --

MR, BRADFORD: Usually we only have three
m nutes; so we gotta get it done.

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE: We're going to go ahead
and l et you take your tine.

MR. BRADFORD: (kay. So the point |I'm making
is that | stand here asking that the 52nd, as it is
currently drawn, be maintained intact. There are
al liances that have been created over the last ten years
that many of those cities are working toward conmon
goal s as far as devel opnent and enterprise zones in
those corridors to bring forth |light devel opnent and
shared resources and interests.

Also, as it relates to ne personally, | stand
before you as the first and only African Anerican
elected in the city that clearly the denographics

woul dn't state that an African Ameri can woul d be
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elected. So | share with you that the will of the
people will be done. |If ethnic diversity is what you
want, it will be represented by the voters nore so than
the alignments that nmuch of this is being driven by

t oday.

Gardena's next to Carson. |It's probably one of
the nost ethnically diverse cities in this nation, and
we are very sensitive that the alignnments that we have
is a very diverse district at this tinme, and the
proposed changes right now will nake us nore ethnically
centric, and that's not the desires of the Gty of
Gardena or the residents there. And we just want to
make sure that we are represented and our city is
mai nt ai ned and again, the ten years that have been put
in place to formalliances with those cities could be
mai ntained in order to nove forth in a conmon goal and a
common interest. And | thank you for your tinmne.

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Mayor Pro Tem Bradford, if
| mght just -- you referred several tines to the
proposed lines. W haven't proposed any lines. W're
just wondering which lines you' re tal ki ng about, the
proposed | i nes.

MR BRADFORD: There's a |ot of talk.

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE: On, | see. It's just out

of runor?
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MR, BRADFORD: | nmean -- exactly -- oh, well, |
mean, |'mpretty sure nost of what you' re hearing today
is conjecture fromwhat people have heard and what is
being batted around. So we know that there is a plan in
pl ace, and we are just here to --

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  You know that there is a
plan in place fromwhere, though?

MR. BRADFORD: | mnean there is a plan to redraw
these lines, and there's a plan in place, and we just
want to be on record to make sure that we have our
concerns being heard, just as the mayor of Carson was
here before, and there's talk of splitting Carson in
hal f too.

So there are these runors that are being
bantered around, and we're just here to stand before you
and | et you know whether they are real or inmagined, that
here's where we stand on that as far --

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  That's what we're | ooking
for. Thank you.

MR, BRADFORD: kay. Thank you for your tinme.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you for com ng

I next had school board nmenmber from Conpton,
Basi| Ki nbrew.

MR KIMBREW Cood afternoon. |'m Basi

Kinbrew. |'mon the Conpton school board. |'malso the
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52nd A.D. chair in the district. And as everyone knows
here, we were very successful in making a change
yesterday in our city.

Qur district has really changed over the |ast
ten years. In Conpton we are now cl ose to 65 percent
Latino and 35 percent African Anmerican, and then when
you go outside to ny school district, we're, like,

79 percent Latino and, like, 31 percent African
Anerican. So there has been a shift in the

Conpt on- Vatts- W1 | owbrook area. The 52nd, as you know,
takes in Gardena Lakewood, part of Watts, and hal f of
Conpt on.

Qur desires are to make sure that -- we woul d
like to have Conpton to be whole. W never could
understand why they split us down the mddle. Even if
you go towards Carson, going south, our district has
changed dramatically in regards to, you know, the
popul ation. W're not as diverse as Carson or sone of
the other districts. It has clearly shifted.

Qur desires, as | stated earlier, is that we
want to stay whole, but we also want to be able to nake
sure that we're not put somewhere else. W enjoy a
great relationship as the way we are.

My problemin this whole scenario is that in

Conpton we're getting a lot of flak in regards to one
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ethnic group versus another. And we have that problem
to a point, but we don't have that problemto a point.
And the Latinos and the African Americans, we really do
work together. And our desires are, when it's all said
and done -- as we al ready know our assenbly person has
turned out -- we just want the best person who we feel
woul d represent the conmunity. W don't want to get
caught up in a black-and-brown thing. W don't want to
do that. W just want, you know, however it cones down,
somebody that has the needs of our conmunity.

And 1'mglad that you're having these hearings,
and | was hoping that there would probably be nore
people. But in regards to drawing the Iines, ne being
on the school board, | understand what it means to be
working with a somewhat of diverse people. And now,
even on ny school board, even though the school board
is -- our district's 79 percent Latino, but we only have
one Latino on the school board, and that's because of a
Il ot of Latinos in our area haven't in the past gone out
and voted, but they're starting to vote now because they
were very successful in helping me in replacing the
current | eadership we have now, and |I'mvery proud of
that. So that proved a point |ast Tuesday that we work
wel | together.

So however you draw the lines or however you do
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what you have to do, | just hope that you keep in mnd
that when you cut the line, that we basically want to
stay whole in Conpton. W really do. And we want to
send a nessage to the -- they asked ne to cone speak

We want to send a nessage to the state assenbly people
that we do work well there, and we don't want Conpton to
be put into a racial war. W don't want that.

W just want to stay whole, and we want to be
abl e to have our choice to choose the best person who we
feel mght nake in the future the next assenbly person
in our district who would represent not just one person
but all the people. And | thank you for giving me this
opportunity to speak.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much for
com ng forward as well.

And before | go on to our next panel, | just
wanted to double check. | had an individual who had
sent a sign-up sheet that identifies as an affiliation
the City of Long Beach. 1s this an elected officia
from Long Beach?

AUDI ENCE SPEAKER: We're w thdraw ng that.

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE: Ckay. Al right. W'l
be com ng up. And before | go to the panel, one nore
assenbly nenber has testinony. Unfortunately, Assenbly

Menber Jacki e Gol dberg can't be here today. She's
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wor ki ng on budget matters today. However, to read her
testinmony into the record, | have her district rep here,
which is George Magal |l ena -- excuse ne -- "Magal |l anes.”

MR MAGALLANES: That is correct.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  "Magal | anes. "

MR, MAGALLANES: Thank you, Chairnman Longville,
for giving ne this opportunity to read a letter from
Assenbly Menber Gol dberg into the record.

As | stated, ny nane is CGeorge Magall anes,
Ge-o0-r-g-e, last nane, Ma-g-a-l-l-a-n-e-s. And I'd
like to begin by letting you know that Assenbly
Menmber Col dberg is very excited that redistricting
hearings are taking place close to home and that there
are nenbers fromthe community here today to nake
suggestions and raise concerns before you today.

The letter states -- this is directed towards
Chai rman Longville --

"My prelimnary thoughts on the
reapportionment issues are as foll ows:

"According to information | have been
given, the 45th Assenbly District nust grow
in size based on the figures from Census

2000. | have nmet the conmunities of

interest and would |ike to make the

foll owi ng observations.
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"First, the district should enconpass
all of the Hollywod areas fromLa Brea on
the west to Franklin Avenue on the north
and Melrose on the south. This would put
all of the residents who are not hil
dwellers in Hollywod in the sane district.
Ri ght now peopl e who are new Central
American and Thai immgrants are in the
area on the edge of the district with many
fewer immgrants fromsimlar cultures.
Also, there is great simlarities between
them and those that are in the adjacent
area to the east of La Brea, already a part
of the 45th Assenbly District.

"Second, on the south end of the
district, it would be good to extend the
sout hern boundaries to Third Street between
Oxford on the west to Beaudry on the east.
This, too, would unify residents of simlar
soci oeconom ¢ background into one district.

"Third, the district stops abruptly at
Sunset and Al aneda. It would be useful to
extend the district east al ong Sunset, now
Cesar Chavez Boul evard, to the Los Angel es

Ri ver.
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menber s.

"Fourth, any part of Lincoln Heights
now served by the 45th Assenbly District
shoul d be added to it.

"Fifth, Eagle Rock is divided between
two districts, as is Boyle Heights and
Atwater. Each would like to be entirely in
one district.

"The current 45th Assenbly District
serves a wonderfully diverse set of
communities, all within the boundaries of
the City of Los Angeles. | believe it
shoul d continue to do so, but that
additions and del etions in popul ation
shoul d reflect the current character of the
district and bring divided comunities
t oget her.

"I hope this input is useful to you in
your efforts to conplete an essential and
daunti ng task.

"Sincerely, Jackie Col dberg, Assenbly
Menber, 45th District.”

Thank you very mnuch, Chairman Longville and

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much, sir

for com ng

78



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

And let's see. Qur next panel -- actually, I'm
sorry. It's actually just one individual, but it's
representing the California Latino Redistricting
Coalition, Incorporated, M. Al an C ayton

And, M. Cayton, before you begin, let me just
alert the Coalition of Asian Pacific Amrericans for Fair
Redi stricting that we will be taking that group next.

So with that, M. dayton, the mcrophone is
yours.

MR. CLAYTON: Thank you very nuch,

Chai rman Longvill e and Menber Leonard, Menber Horton.
|'ve been before your conmttee a nunber of times on the
i ssues dealing with reapportionnent.

From a historical perspective, |'ve been doi ng
reapportionment for approximately 15 years, city,
county, school district reapportionnent. In 1991
spent al nost a year working on California
reapportionment. So I'mvery familiar with the
experience of reapportionnment and the pitfalls of
organi zations that watch out for the civil rights in
mnority comunities that are not vigilant.

In 1991 | did a lot of discussions and training
of individuals on the Voting Rights Act in comunities
of interest and worked with other organizations such as

Mal def to ensure that the voting rights for Latinos were
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protected. Historically, in 1991 all of the plans that
canme forward we chal |l enged at one point or another based
on problens dealing with dividing Latino conmunities.
Sone were better than ours.

The assenbly AB&C Pl an was one of the worst
because it cut up Latino comunities all over California
to protect Denocratic incunbents. And the governor's
plan was simlarly, in ny mind, a reapportionment
disaster in terms of voting rights for ethnic
mnorities. | just have to believe they didn't
understand the law. That's bei ng generous.

So at this time | come, having been through
this process. Reapportionment is the toughest politica
process out there because you' re changi ng people's lives
through changing their communities. So | do | ook very
seriously on the process as far as not cutting up
comunities of interest, but | also ook at the issue of
where there are protected groups, that lines were drawn
in 1991 after many, nmany hearings by the senate, after
testinony before the special masters, review by the
State Supreme Court which affirmed the special nasters,
and al so a three-judge panel which found in litigation
that there was an all egation of violation of the
14th Amendnent, that there was not a violation because

the lines were fairly drawn. They did use race, but
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they used it as a factor, but they used geographic
conpact ness conti guousness and a nunber of other issues.

So in starting out, | think we do have a basis
to go back and |l ook at Wtt vs. WIson and the speci al
master's findings | think we have a need to go back and
study history because history teaches a lot. W need to
| ook at what Wtt vs. WIson taught us, what the special
mast ers taught us. And having been through the process,
I think we have to be vigilant.

Sone of the issues that |1've raised in previous
meetings that | will raise again because | want to make
sure that they are resol ved because | believe they could
have a negative inpact on mnority comunities, they
could have a negative inpact on the Latino conmunity.
One deals with Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act.

My concern is that there be no attenpt to, in
any shape or form go to court that ask that Section 5,
whi ch currently covers four counties in California, be
changed, be taken away fromus. Section 5 and Section 2
were part of the Cvil Rights novenent in the '60s and
the '70s. They canme about as a result of individuals
wanting to try to ensure the voting practices did not
discrimnate against mnorities, fragmented or overly
packed districts. And as a result of that, we've seen a

change in the face of California.
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An exanpl e of Section 5 and Section 2, when

applied fairly, is the final redistrict

ing. W started

out in 1991 with four Latinos in the assenbly. Because

the lines were redrawn that fairly repr
concentrations of the Latino conmunity

fragment that comunity, we went fromf

esent ed where the

were and did not

our -- we've been

up to 16. Currently we have 15 nmenbers in the assenbly

that are Denocrat and 4 that are Republ

to the Voting R ghts Act and thanks to

ican. So thanks

the speci al

masters, we saw a trenmendous turnaround in California,

and Latinos were finally included in the politica

process thanks to the courts. |In the senate we went

fromthree seats to seven, and, again

thanks to the

Voting R ghts Act and thanks to the special masters and

thanks to the court.
So in this particular process,
gets resolved at the |egislative |evel

how t he court process works. | underst

I hope that it
| under st and

and how di vi si ve

it is, but I understand also that the courts do protect

the votings rights of Latinos and ot her

mnority groups.

So those are some of the issues. Again,

Section 5 should stay. It's sonething
for. 1t's sonething that is very good
redistricting because it protects m nor

their votes diluted in four districts,

that was fought
to part of the
ities from having

and those are
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districts that met the criteria that was |aid down
national l y.

The ot her issue that | come before you on --
this is not the first time -- it's nunerous tines -- is
the issue of voter deferral. Voter deferral deals with
where a district has changed the nunber. So sone
i ndi vidual s may be voting at one tinme; sone individuals
may be voting at another.

Back in 1991 the special masters did not put on
as a criteria in their drawing of the lines voter
deferral. It was not nentioned as a concern by the
State Suprene Court, and in the ruling of the
three-judge panel in Wtt vs. WIlson it was not
nmentioned either.

| appeared before the senate and specifically

asked about the voter deferral issue. They are

collecting the data there. | don't have a problemwth
collecting data. What | do have a problemwth -- and
I"ve stated it a nunber of times -- is when you use

voter deferral as a criteria which it currently is --
unl ess it's been changed recently, and |I'm not aware of
that -- in the assenbly.

I think voter deferral as a criteria co-equa
with communities of interest with i ssues of conpactness

and conti guousness, one person/one vote, makes
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absolutely no sense. And |'mvery suspicious, having
been around this process for 15 years, as to why it is
there, and |'ve asked repeatedly, and | hope that the
assenbly takes a very strong | ook at this, and | hope
they rescind that. And | thank Assenbl ynan Leonard's
remarks at the | ast hearing over that particul ar issue.

So those are sone of the background issues that
| wanted to raise

On the issue of Section 2, sone people have
bel i eved that Section 2 has been weakened so that there
are no longer protections. M belief is that
i ndi vidual s that believe that in governnental agencies
do that at their own peril. Section 2 is alive and
well. You just have to follow the dictates that have
been laid down by the U S. Supreme Court, which I'mvery
famliar with since | teach a workshop dealing with
reapportionnment |aw, as far as what you can do and can't
do under the current court |ines.

Sone of the issues -- one of the issues, | did
receive a letter -- and | thank you -- from

Assenbl yman Longville, dealing with the issue of the

650, 000. | amlooking at that issue. | wll probably
put sonmething in witing. |If not, I will testify in the
future.

I'm | ooking at where, for exanple, you have a
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senate seat where one assenbl yperson is in one county
and one assenbl yperson is in L. A County. That occurs
at least once. And there's also cities that are split
where maybe we coul d make whol e, for exanple, Ponona.
So I'm 1l ooking around, but it's a very difficult
process. Wen | do present that, | want to be very
preci se because you al so have the issue with
congressional districts where they go over county |ines,
and | think we can look at that. |In fact, one
congressional district is in three different counties.
So | think we need to | ook at those particul ar issues.

On the issues dealing with the Voting Rights
Act as far as particular conmunities, the concern that I
have is where they' re cohesive mnority comunities or
where the courts in 1991 identified that there were
communities and drew districts that reflected the Voting
Rights Act, that before those changes are nade, there's
a very careful analysis.

So | think the court -- by and large, | didn't
agree with everything, but | think overall the court did
a very thoughtful analysis, and, of course, that
anal ysis was scrutinized by the State Suprene Court.
And sone of you may know that all over the United States
pl ans were struck down.

Based on the Shaw ruling, where race was used
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as a predom nant factor, or the MIller ruling, Bush vs.
Vera, where basically they used partisan, but it was
really a mask for races, the court said, we know that
you can use race as a factor. W also know from
Comarite, which is a new decision that cane down, a
five-four decision, they can also | ook at the issues of
parti sanship. So all of those issues, | think, need to
be | ooked at.

One of the other issues that was brought up, |
think very appropriately, by Reverend Campbell is the
i ssue dealing with the African Anerican comunity and to
not fragment cohesive areas in the African American
community, and we | ook forward to working wth
individuals in the African American conmmunity to assure
that whatever lines conme up are fair and equitable to
the African Anerican comunity and there's not any
attenpt to take back civil rights that were fought for,
and | think that's a very inportant issue.

Anot her issue deals with how you design
districts. 1'mgoing to be Iooking at all of the
districts in California and probably doing -- even if we
do not present a plan, we will surely critically analyze
every single plan so that when it goes back to your
conmittee, you will get those anal yses, and hopefully

you will take heed to them because | think that |ast
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time we were able to show that we do understand the
Voting Rights Act and we do understand what the courts
woul d require

One district that | will bring up is the
49th district because | happen to live in that district
and | amfamliar with it. One of the issues that may
arise on the 49th is how you reconfigure it. Currently
that district's Spanish surnanme registration | believe
woul d nmeet the test of a Section 2. Also the senate
district that is there currently held by Dr. Romero
believe would neet to test of Section 2.

There are two issues that | would | ook at right
away in designing that district. One, obviously --
well, actually, there's three major issues, and |I'm
going to go through each one. One is the communities of
interest. Look at that issue, go back and | ook what
testinony was there in 1991 in the discussions in '91
and why it was carved out the way it was because | was
around and in those discussions and | know why it -- and
I think I do know why it was carved out that way because
the areas of Al hanbra, San Gabriel, Rosenead, and
Mont erey Park were kept together in combination with
El Sereno and the vast majority of East Los Angel es.

This time in any di scussions about cutting up

that district or fragmenting the cohesive Latino
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community, | think you need to proceed with caution
There are a couple reasons there. One of them deals
specifically with Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act.

So any attenpt to, ny belief is, fragment or underm ne
what was fought for and what was gai ned through the
court, we're going to look at very critically, just like
we woul d | ook at any attenpt to do that to the African
American conmunity in districts that were designed by
the court.

One of the other areas to look at in particular
in that area is also registration. Because one of the
things that 1've been involved in in over 30 years is
politics, I"'mvery famliar with how you draw lines. So
| do look at registration nunmbers. | just finished
wor ki ng for a conputer center on another map for anot her
jurisdiction, and I |ooked at registration data for days
in drawing districts because it's very inportant to | ook
at that. You don't want to go in there and destabilize
an individual, be it a Republican or a Denocrat, if
you're trying to draw reasonabl e |ines because what you
end up with is getting sonebody that will not vote for
your plan because of partisan reasons. So | just bring
this to your attention.

And as | said, when | see plans, | will follow

a very detailed analysis, but some of the data -- for
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exanple, currently in the district is El Sereno.

El Sereno has 12, 782 Denocrats,

a heavily Denocr at

Denocrats, 1,452 Republicans,

City Terrace, 10,715 Denocrats,

2,752 Republicans. It's

ic area. Bel vedere Gardens, 12,676

heavily Denocrati c.

1, 249 Republi cans.

Agai n, eight-to-one Denocrat. Eastnont, 455 -- let's

see -- Republicans, 3,375, nine to one. Those four

areas | woul d bel

you they're very heavily Denocrat.

eve any political analysis would tel

And these are very |loyal Denocratic voters.

because |'ve worked in those areas before.

They vote Denocrat .

| know t hat

Sonme of the areas that have been di scussed as

potential to put i

n -- and, again, I'mwaiti

ng to see

the maps. One of the areas |'ve heard tal k about is

Arcadia. One of t

Republ i can- Denocrati c.

Republi cans. Denocrat is 8,057. That's clearly to ne a

Republ i can ar ea.

turnout than Republi cans,

he concerns | have with Arcadia is

Republican is 13, 661,

And since Denocrats voted a | esser

Republ i can. San Marino, 3,632 Republicans,

Denocrats. Again,
When you

I think any nmenber

who's a politica

abl e to see higher

it's probably even stronger

2,760

| believe that is a Republican area.

anal yze elections -- | know this, and

of the panel knows this and anybody

consultant -- that | always would be

Denocrat than Republican

and nost
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peopl e woul d want to have at |east ten points m ni mum
Mnimum | would say a |lot of menbers would want to
have nore than ten points to be safe because you can
| ose in a debacl e which many nmenbers found out in 1994
can happen. So | think the panel is well aware of the
need to nmake sure that you do not have a partisan
advant age that goes beneath a certain level. Now, that
doesn't mean you can't always w n because in San D ego
you have a | ot of independent voters and you have people
that win a lot closer. But | think I |ook at things
very cautiously, having been involved in the process.

The other area, South Pasadena, 5, 331
Republ i cans, 6,603. Basically, in terns of voter
turnout, that would | ean Republican. Tenple Gty is
al rost on the nose 6,552 Republican, 6,536 Denocrat.
Again, on voter turnout, that woul d be Republican would
be ny belief as somebody who's been involved in
politics.

| also looked at -- | went through and | ooked
at Latino voting strength in those areas because if
you're going to deal with a Section 2 district, |I'm
going to l ook to see what you're doi ng when you nove
stuff. Arcadia had 28,149 voters. Latino was 2,214,
Again, | think any objective person would say there's

not a very strong Latino voter presence there.
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San Marino, 338, 8,576. | think any objective person
woul d say that's not an area you'd put in if you were
nmovi ng heavily areas that were Spani sh surname. | think
they woul d say you're | ooking at destabilization of the
voting rights district.

Sout h Pasadena, 1,954, Latino surnane
registration, 15,320. Again, there you want to | ook at
that and say, well, | don't -- it seenms to nme that
conmuni ty does not have a very large voting strength.
Temple City, 2,764 versus 16,785. Again, you would say
that area -- you would not | ook at that area when you're
| ooki ng at overall 47 percent voting strength when the
voting strength there is obviously way | ess than
20 percent. It's something that would be put in from
the standpoint of potentially violating the Voting
Ri ghts Act.

Now, when you | ook at any one of those four
that doesn't nean that you can't | ook at one of four
because it may not. W don't know yet until we | ook at
the data. Now let's |ook at El Sereno and see the
difference. El Sereno currently in the district, 12,708
Spani sh surnane voters, 19,141. The difference is
overwhel m ng. That's a heavily concentrated area where
you have a very strong community that is currently in

the district that is heavily Latino voters, including
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heavily Denocratic, as |'ve already pointed out.

Bel vedere Court, 14,736 out of 16,501. That's
about as strong as you can get froma voting strength
because | know that community very well. | used to live
there in that particular area. And it's basically a
solid Latino community with solid comunity support and
solid voting strength. Gty Terrace, 14,086, 12,499.
Again, that's a solid area, solidly Latino, solid Latino
voter strength that's currently in there. There are not
all the tracts in each of these. There's a few tracts
that aren't, but the predom nant area is in there.

Eastnont, 4,458 total voters, 3,881, again
like City Terrace, Belvedere, and El Sereno. | think
any political scientist who would give you an objective
view woul d say that area obviously is a very strong area
where the Latino community has had history of electing
candi dates, and they have. Now, that doesn't mean that
the Latino conmunity has to vote for a Latino candi date
because we've seen in races where the Latino comunity
has chosen to vote for a candi date of another group
The Voting Rights Act does not guarantee that you get an
outcome. All the Voting Rights Act guarantees is that
mnority groups that are in an area that is a regionally
vi abl e area, where you can show that there's a conmunity

of interest, in this case the court recognized that.
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This was not nyself. This was a State Supreme Court
after basically reviewi ng 12 days of testinony,

22 plans, and al so having 6 days of testinony and then
allowing legal briefs to be filed in testinony before
the court because | was there during that process. So
["'mfamliar with it. They did say that area they
bel i eved was, in ny opinion, a Section 2 district, and
that area has gotten stronger over the tine.

So ny point is, since |l lived there, | did want
to bring up that particular district because | live in
that district, and | think we've seen instances of
pol ari zed voting. | think we've seen instances of
coalitions. But the bottomline is the community. The
community cannot have its area fragnmented. The same
i ssues, | think, are very inmportant to the African
American community. They're equally inportant to the
Lati no comunity because historically in redistricting
we' ve seen comunities of interest fragnented.

| remenber the southeast cities were cut up
three different ways. Currently they' re together, and
we'll be | ooking at those this time to see on the issue
dealing with -- as far as registration and a whol e
variety of issues. Because the other thing that cones
up -- and I"'mvery famliar with this, just having dealt

with drawing a major map -- things change too. So we'd
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| ook at all those issues.

And we will go and | ook -- one of the problens
when you're talking to people about redistricting is to
ensure when they're drawi ng that they know the rul es
because if you go in a vacuum and you say, "Well, draw

somet hing nice,"” because | know how sophisticated the
process is, or "Draw sonething you think's good," those
i ndi vidual s who are very sincere may draw somet hing that
may | ook reasonably good, but they're not going into
soci oeconom c, they're not going into the voting rights,
they' re not | ooking where they' re fragmenting cohesive
communities, and they're not |ooking at the history of
what the courts have al ready deci ded.

Al those things | think are very inportant and
I think should be considered. | |ook forward to
appearing before the commttee in the future. 1 |ook
forward to the commttee reaffirmng that Section 5 is
an integral part of California redistricting and shoul d,
in no shape or form be taken away fromus. And al so
| ook forward to the commttee ensuring that voter
deferral go to statistical data collection but not as a
criteria that is used co-equally with comunities of
i nterest.

And | also hope this time we don't have to go

through the court process. |I'mvery famliar with it.
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I know howto file a legal brief, and I know how to do
the analysis, and I know how to argue before the State
Supreme Court. And |I'm hoping that this year you

bal ance the issues of partisanship with the Voting
Rights Act and with fairness and with communities of
interest. And | thank you and | ook forward to speaking
before you again in the future.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much agai n,
M. d ayton.

W will next have a panel fromthe Coalition of
Asian Pacific Arericans for Fair Redistricting. And |et
me, before | have them begin, note that after that,
we'll take a 10- or 15-minute break, just to alert
people. What |I'Il probably do is announce a 10-m nute
break, and it will take 15 minutes before we finish it.
That's usually the pattern.

And when we resune after that, just to give
peopl e sonme idea so you have an idea for planning your
own tine here, we have a couple of other very small --
we have an individual fromthe Eagl e Rock Chanber of
Commerce and an individual fromthe Stonewal| Denocratic
Club, and then we will go on to the ones who registered
just this norning.

And just to give you a little bit of an idea of

what's coming up, it will be M. Hunphrey, Faranmarz
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Nabari, Carlos Vaquerano, and Dr. Dakterm [I'msorry if
I"mhaving a terrible -- oh, no. It nust be Dr. Dale
Tatum Excuse ne. And Arturo P. Garcia and then Jane
Scott. That's the additional nanes so peopl e have an

i dea for planning purposes. W'Ill first do the
Coalition of Asian Pacific Amrericans for Redistricting
next .

And for those who are having to wait a little
bit, I would note that within a block or so of this
bui l ding, there are a nunber of locations if you have to
kill alittle bit of tine. | believe Gand Central
Market is right there between Third and Fourth. There's
tons of places to go eat if there's anybody that's
feeling hungry. | just want to alert you to that. And
you could also kill a few mnutes at Third and Broadway
and visit the Bradbury Building and see one of the nost
beautiful buildings in the world.

Wth that, I'Il introduce our Coalition of
Asian Pacific Americans for Fair Redistricting.

M5. SRI DHARAN: Good afternoon, M. Chair and
menbers of the conmttee. Thank you again for hol ding
these regional public hearings and bringing the roadshow
to Los Angel es today.

My nane is Priya Sridharan, and I'm an attorney

and a statewide redistricting coordinator for the Asian
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Pacific American Legal Center here in Los Angeles. And
as you know, or as many of you know, our organization,
the | egal center, has been working with Asian and
Pacific |slander American communities throughout
California to facilitate their full participation and
input in the statewi de redistricting process.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE: A little slower, please

MS. SRI DHARAN.  Sure.

At the legal center our redistricting work is
shaped by two principles: Nunmber one, the Voting R ghts
Act of 1965 requires legislatures to redistrict in such
a manner that does not dilute mnority vote popul ations;
and, nunber two, the |egislature can and shoul d bal ance
many factors such as the one person/one vote mandat e,
race and the Voting Rights Act, communities of interest,
party registration, conpactness, contiguity, and
i ncunbency in developing a redistricting plan

In order to further these principles, we work
with a broad cross-section of Asian and Pacific |slander
American communities. To ensure their participation, we
have created a statew de network known as the Coalition
of Asian Pacific Americans for Fair Redistricting, or
CAPAFR

CAPAFR consi sts of APl coalitions in nine

regi ons throughout California which grew out of the
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net wor k of community-based organi zati ons who --

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  I'm sorry, Mss, but we're
still just alittle bit too fast there.

V5. SRI DHARAN: Ckay. Sorry.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  That's quite all right.
We're not going to cut you off. Just take your tine,
and go sl ow

M5. SRI DHARAN:  No probl em

As | was sayi ng, CAPAFR consists of the
coalitions that grew out of the network of
conmuni ty- based organi zati ons who actively partici pated
t hroughout California in Qutreach for Census 2000.

In addition to being concerned about the voting
rights of the Asian Pacific Islander American conmunity,
we are al so very concerned about the voting rights and
the potential disenfranchisement or politica
mar gi nal i zations for other communities as well. And to
this end, in addition to our own coalition, we have been
col l aborating with many counterpart civil rights
organi zations such as The Mexi can American Legal Defense
and Education Fund, The NAACP Legal Defense and
Educati on Fund, The African American Conmunity Advi sory
Conmunity on Redistricting, The Sout hwest Voter
Regi stration Educati on Project, and the Anerican Jew sh

community and ot hers.
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Concurrently, CAPAFR has devel oped priorities
and goal s by | ooking at and di scussing the broadest
range of factors and denographic data to informthe
| egislature's creation of plans that are both | egal and
vi abl e.

To that end, CAPAFR has determined its priority
through the course of several neetings in the past year
Specifically, the CAPAFR groups in Los Angel es County
have exam ned maps of current assenbly district |ines;
cities, places and other political boundaries; party
registration data; |and use and devel opment patterns;

m nority popul ation data; and denographic data such as
i ncone, age, inmgration and nore and al so consi dered
Popul ati on 5 and appearance of possible districts.

Thi s conpl ex anal ysis has infornmed our ideas
and our priorities and hel ped us to determ ne where API A
comunities and conmunities of interest that exist in
Los Angel es County based on denographi c dat a.

In addition, we have devel oped an under st andi ng
of Los Angeles County's comunities of interest by
aski ng our occupants tinme and agai n what issues and
interests donminate in this region. By doing so, we
identify what major issues exist which have a bearing on
the policy-nmaking role of the California |egislature and

other legislative bodies. This enables us to determ ne
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the | ocations of comunities who share interests with
respect to these issues and as a result mght want to be
included in the same legislative district to be able to
el ect a representative and fully and effectively
advocate to ensure responsiveness and accountability to
those interests with respect to those issues.

And today you will hear testinmony from sone of
CAPAFR s Los Angel es County partici pants who have
participated in this process fromthe past year
Specifically, you will hear fromrepresentatives of

metropolitan Los Angel es's Chi natown, Koreatown, Little

Tokyo, and Filipinotown, as well as representatives from

the San Gabriel Valley. Finally, you will hear from our
research coordinator, Dan Ichinose, who will share with
you an overvi ew of the API A popul ation in Los Angel es
County and insight into the denographics of San Gabri el
Val | ey.

VWi le the comunity | eaders testifying today
wi Il not present actual proposals for assenbly
districts, they can share with you a great wealth of
know edge about not only the API A comunities of Los
Angel es County but the issues and comunities of
interest in Los Angeles as well. Finally, they wll
identify for you sone of the priorities that CAPAFR has

identified in this region to ensure the full and fair
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franchise for our communities.

And first will you hear from Di ane Poon on
behal f of the Chinatown Service Center and CAPAFR

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much

And | know it's real hard sonetines to
del i berately sl ow down your pace. 1've had the sane
problem mysel f. Let me explain. |'mjust using these
court reporters as an excuse. The truth is, you know,
we're elected officials. W're kind of slow W can't
listen that fast. |If you can just go a little slower
for us, we'd appreciate it. Thank you.

M5. POON: Thank you. Good afternoon. | do
have copies of ny testinobny so that even if | read very
fast, you can just read my witten one.

Cood afternoon. M nane is D ane Poon
Di-a-n-e, P-, as in Peter, 0-o0-n. |'ma nenber of the
Coalition for Asian Pacific Americans for Fair
Redi stricting in Metropolitan Los Angeles. [|I'mthe
executive director of Chinatown Service Center, a board
menber of L.A. Chinese Chanber of Commerce, and the
executive officer of L.A. Chinatown Business |nprovenent
District. | have worked in Chinatown area for over
15 years, and | grew up in Chi nat own.

Chi natown basically is defined as shown on the

map, which is attached on the very |ast page, Cesar
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Chavez on the south, Beaudry Avenue on the west, Al aneda
Street on the east, and Elysian Park up to the Lincoln
Hei ghts Bridge on the north. Chinatown has been the
primary encl ave for Chinese inmgrants and others, the
vast majority of whomdo not speak English. At this
time, many Canbodi ans, Vi etnamese, and Hi spanic
immgrants are also living in Chinatown.

Chinatown is a comunity, a comunity
surrounded by residential properties wth businesses,
one school, one nedical center, churches, a library, and
human services sectors in the mddle of the community.
The fam |y associ ations and the churches in the
community serve as the inportant nmeeting and healing
pl aces for the nearby residents as well as for the
Chi nese who have noved on to the other "Chinatown" in
the San Gabriel Valley. It has its unique |anguage
needs and cultural values. It is the place children
| earn, adults work, and seniors play.

It will lose its value and add conplication if
it is not one. It is easier for people in Chinatown to
go to one representative and express their concerns, and
it is less complex to have one assenbly nenber to | earn
t he uni queness of Chinatown than to teach two. Look
what happens to China and Taiwan, and you thought they

were all Chinese. L.A Chinatown is a nelting pot of
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Chinese fromall parts of the world, from China, Taiwan,
Vi et nam Hong Kong, South America, and so forth and so
on, and then you get the first generation versus the
second generation. So you can inmagi ne the nagnitude of
the conplication.

L. A. Chinatown has just formed its Business
| mprovenent District. It took many hours of many
volunteers to acconplish this. To get 56 percent of the
property owners to agree on one thing is a mracle, and
we didit. It is extrenmely inportant for the business
sector to be united as one and focus on revitalization.
There are many positive things happening in Chinatown:
the Blue Line, the cornfield, the BID, the arti st
corridor, maybe even a cultural center. So please keep
the community in one district so that we can overcone
obstacl es as one group/one district and claimvictory as
one group/one district. At this time Chinatown is cut
into at least two districts which seens to be not as
efficient.

It is just as inportant to keep each Asian
Pacific Islander conmmunity in one since every one group
has its uniqueness and its special needs. W are very
diverse within ourselves. W don't need to have two
assenbly districts to add nore conplication to it.

I urge you to consider to keep each API
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community one district. Thank you for your tinme.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very nuch. And
go ahead with the next.

M5. MAQUI NDANG  CGentl enen, good afternoon.
Thank you very much for giving the Filipino Amrerican
community the opportunity to speak in this very
i mportant mneeting.

My nane is Susan Espiritu-Mgquindang --
S-u-s-a-n, E-s-p-i-r-i-t-u, Ma-q-u-i-n-d-a-n-g -- and |
am a menber of the Coalition for Asian Pacific Anericans
for Fair Redistricting in Metropolitan Los Angeles. |
am the executive director for the Filipino Anerican
Service Group, Incorporated -- actually, |I have a copy
of our testinmony here -- FASA, since 1994.

FASG@ is a nonprofit comunity-based soci al
service agency that provides social services to
| ow-i ncome and honel ess individuals with the | anguage
and cultural capacity to serve the Asian Pacific
I sl anders in the Los Angel es County, particularly the
ol der adult popul ation.

FASG@ originally began in 1981 as a food pantry
in the Tenpl e- Beaudry area, funded by the Departnent of
Agi ng Food Nutrition Program But now with the funding
fromthe federal, state, city, county, as well as

private and in-kind donations, FASA has a transitional
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housi ng and honel ess shelter for the homel ess
i ndividuals, in particularly, the ol der adults.

In addition FASA provides services such as
case managenent, food distribution, client advocacy,
information and referral services, assisting clients in
enrolling in job training, adult education courses,
organi zi ng events on speci al occasions, and provides
educati on and outreach services.

I amthe founding chair of the Filipino
Ameri can Voters Involvenent Project and nonparti san
voter invol venent project which started in Southern
California in 1996 and now has its chapters nati onw de.
I am al so a nenber of the Conmunity Advisory Board of
the Queen of Angels Hospital located in the
Filipinotown. 1In fact, this is where ny twin boys were
born 26 years ago.

May | introduce Peping Baclig and Lal ee Vi cedo.

MR. LEONARD: Yes. Thank you.

MR. BACLIG | am Faustino Peping Baclig,
F-a-u-s-t-i-n-o, capital P-e-p-i-n-g. Baclig is capita
B-a-c-1-i-g. | amalso a nenber of the Coalition of
Asian Pacific Arericans for Fair Redistricting in
Metropol i tan Los Angel es.

I have been a nmenber of the board of directors

of the People's COER, the Community Organizations for
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Enmpower ment and Reform and for the last -- 15 years ago

| organi zed the Col den Agers of Los Angeles -- we cal
"GALA" -- which is a nonprofit civic organization of
seniors, Filipino seniors, living in Los Angel es.

In the followi ng year, | organi zed the Cahugao

Seni ors, Incorporated, and served as its president for
ten years and amstill the chairman of its board of
trustees. Wen the commnity -- Al yanza ng Konuni dad
was organi zed in 1993 by the East West Community
Partnership, | was elected its second vice president
and three years later becane its chairman until the
present.

Since 1995 |'ve served as the regional director
for the Sout hwest Region of the American Coalition for
Filipino Veterans, and | have been the vice chair of the
Filipino Anericans of Los Angeles -- we call "PALAD' --
from 1996 through 1999. | was appoi nted comm ssi oner by
the Honorable Goria Molina to the Adult Day Heal t hcare
Pl anni ng Council from 1992 to 2000.

On May 20, 2001, | was recognized as Man of the
Year of Assenbly District 46, and | was al so a del egate
to the first convention of the International League of
People's Struggle in Arsterdam Netherlands this year

MR. LEONARD: Thank you.

Next .
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M5. VICEDO. H . Can you hear ne?

MR LEONARD: Pull it real close.

M. VICEDO Ckay. M nane is Lal ee Vicedo,
L-a-l-e-e, Vicedo, V-i-c-e-d-o0. And |I'malso a nenber
of the Coalition of Asian Pacific Anmericans for Fair
Redi stricting in Metropolitan Los Angel es.

I amthe Resource Devel opment Manager at Search
to Involve Filipino Amrericans, SIPA. | have only been
in this position for the past year, but | have worked
with and for the people of Filipinotown for the past ten
years as a volunteer, comunity organizer, and
counsel or.

Whi |l e attendi ng Los Angel es H gh School in the
Crenshaw area, ny friends and | would trek down to
Filipinotown, specifically at SIPA to | earn about
traditional Filipino dances and about our history, to
vol unteer in our community, and to buy dessert at the
| ocal Filipino restaurant.

Search to Involve Filipino Arericans, SIPA is
a conmuni ty-based organi zation that serves the Filipino
American youth and their famlies. Since 1972 Sl PA has
provi ded services to assist and to enpower young peopl e.
As a young person, SIPA has provided nme with an
opportunity to explore and | earn about ny culture, and

through SIPA | discovered ny passion for public service.
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I ama comunity organi zer, a health educator, and a
counsel or for various comunity organizations, but nost
of all, I"'man activist in the Filipino Arerican
community, and | have made ny hone in the Filipinotown
ar ea.

M5. MAQUI NDANG On behal f of representatives
assenbl ed here in the Filipino Anerican comunity, we
would like to state our support for the broader
principles that have been articul ated by the other
menbers of CAPAFR t hroughout the state. W urge you to
enforce the Voting Rights Act. Qur testinony today wll
outline where our conmunity is, why we think it is very
inmportant to hold it intact within a single assenbly
district and what our community's redistricting
priorities are.

The Filipi notown communities has two
priorities:

Nunber one, recognize and respect the core of
Fi li pi not own when drawi ng the assenbly lines so that
this inmportant historic, social, cultural, and econom c
center is held intact;

Nurmber two, recognize that our community al so
has | arge popul ations in the Hollywood and North
Hol | ywood areas, and, if possible, take these areas into

consi der ati on.
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M. Baclig will speak further on the first
priority.

MR, BACLIG The Filipinotown is an area that
has been the heart of the Filipino Anerican conmunity
for many generations. It centers in an area known as
the Tenpl e/ Beverly corridor. And Filipinotown is
bounded by 110 Freeway, Beaudry Avenue on the east,
Vernont and Hoover Street to the west, Sunset Boul evard
to the north, and Third Street to the south.

The area supports a wide area of Filipino
Ameri can social service organi zati ons serving the youth,
the students, business, famlies, veterans, and sone
seni or popul ation. It has becone a nexus for thousands
of lives seeking to enrich and enpower thensel ves around
the vibrant nature of Filipino history, culture, and
soci al gatherings. Mst inportantly, the area has
historical and political significance as a focal point
in organizing efforts to unite and strengthen the
connections between all Filipinos living in the United
States, especially over concerns dealing with justice
for Filipino veterans, healthcare workers, hate crines,
yout h and student |eadership, and senior support
services and care

For instance, People's COER operates in the

area closest to downtown L. A and holds many sem nars
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conferences and denonstrations, rallies at the INS
building, the Gty Hall, and the State Buil ding on
Spring Street.

In the western part of the Filipinotow, Search
to Involve Filipino Anericans, SIPA for short, operates
in the Tenple and Robinson area. SIPA's facility al so
houses the Filipino Anerican Library, the Fil-AmArts,
an organi zati on whi ch organi zes the annual Festival for
Philippine Arts and Culture. SIPA's facility is also
often used for community neetings, foruns, and
performance arts showcases.

Robi nson Street is also dotted with Filipino
American residents and is where the Tenple Conmunity
Hospital is located. Here hundreds of Filipinos cone
for treatnent. Mst of the staff of the hospitals are
Filipinos. Nearby is a mddle high school where SIPA
draws its youth clientele.

Right in the center of the area is FASE, whose
target popul ation are the seniors and veterans who |live
and own their houses al ong Al varado, Lake, Rosel ake,
Rosenont, Parkvi ew, Corondel et, Ranpart, Coronado, and
Fairview Streets. Rosenont El enmentary School is right
in this area.

Near Sunset and Alvarado is Post O fice

No. 90026, and farther south is Saint Vincent Hospital,
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where hundreds of Filipinos cone for treatnment or work
every hour of the day. Nearby is the fanous Bel nont

H gh School, and it is Bel nont H gh School where nany of
our Filipino youth attend.

Union Street provides the spiritual life of the
people. Here we have the Catholic churches of CQur Lady
of Loretto, the Saint Colunban, and Precious Bl ood
Church. Nearby are the Iglesis N Cristo and the
Filipino Christian Church, which are truly historic
Filipino entities. Dotting the area are severa
Christian agencies on Parkview Street, Ranpart Street,
and in the Dream Center of the old Queen of Angels
Hospi tal Buil di ng.

As a community, FACLA, or the Filipino Anerican
Conmmunity of Los Angeles, which is |ocated at Union and
Templ e, provides the social life of the community.
Dances, prograns, and conferences are held here every
day. It is situated near the L. A Medical Center and
the different churches al ong Uni on Boul evard.

Even though Tenple Street runs through the
heart of our community, it is also the dividing line for
two assenbly districts. Sone portions north of Tenple
bel ong to Assenbly District 45, and sone portions south
of Tenple Street belong to Assenbly District 46. Yet

t he conmuni ty- based agenci es and associ ati ons operate
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and serve the whole conmunity, north and south of
Temple Street. Many people are confused about whom
shoul d they ask for assistance. This assenbly line

di vides our community politically so that we can never
speak in one direct voice to a single politician

Just like in ny case, my picture was used by
Jacki e ol dberg in her campaign for assenbly district,
and yet nost recently | was recogni zed as the Man of the
Year of District 46, to which district shall | bel ong.
Those are an honor, and so | give ny thanks.

The Filipinos here in the United States have
been struggling for so long to have a town which we can
call our own. We have always dreaned of a town that
would really be identified with us, the Filipinos. It
is our hope that we will sonehow achi eve that dream one
that will never be fulfilled if the assenbly |ines stay
as they are now.

I ama Filipino Wrld War Il Veteran. | fought
in Bataan, survived the Death March, survived 11 nonths
in the concentration canp, and worked as an officer for
the last three years. M years are nunbered. | may not
live to see one single Filipinotown. Thank you

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you, sir

M5. MAQUI NDANG Ms. Vicedo will now speak

about the second priority, recognizing additional areas
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with |l arge popul ation of Filipino American.

MS. VICEDO  Though the boundaries of
Filipinotown are quite small, the Filipino Anerican
popul ation in the surrounding area is quite |arge.
There is a |l arge nunber of Filipino Arerican popul ation
as close as the Holl ywood and Koreatown area and as far
as areas |ike Eagle Rock and North Hol | ywood.

It is inmportant to understand the inportance of
Filipinotown as the neeting point and as the heart of
the Filipino Arerican community. As nentioned earlier
there are not only community-based organi zations but
al so churches, social groups, and businesses. It also
serves as a gateway for many Filipino immgrants.
Filipinotown is oftentines the place where these
immgrants find their roots.

After reaching economc stability, nost
Filipino inmgrants nove out of Filipinotown, but they
continue to return for church and for social activities
as well as to patronize famliar Filipino markets
Because of the tendency for Filipino Anericans who have
settled in the areas outside of the historica
boundaries of Filipinotown to return to Filipinotown
regularly and habitually for their cultural, religious,
and social livelihood, we urge the commttee to take

into consideration these other areas that |ie outside of
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the historic Filipinotown boundaries.

M5. MAQUI NDANG The Filipino community is now
asking for a fair play. The current assenbly |ines cut
the Filipino comunity and the Filipinotown area into
several districts, Assenbly Districts 45 and 46. The
Filipino Anerican community nust be held intact.

If the ideal of one person/one vote is actually
supposed to be sonething, our community needs to be kept
whol e and solid. Respect our comunities and the
communities of interest that exist in this region, and
do not split theminto multiple districts. Please allow
the input of the Asian Anerican Islander, Anerican
Lati no, and African Anerican comunities to be
meani ngful by truly considering us when you draw t he
redistricting line.

Gent | eren, thank you. M. Chairman, thank you
very much for com ng to Los Angel es and hearing our
testi nony.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much. W
appreciate your taking the tine to be here today.

And do we have nore on the panel? That's the
full panel? There's nore. OCkay.

M5. CHO: Cood afternoon. On behalf of the
Korean American community, | would like to thank the

menbers of the conmttee for giving us to chance to
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speak on behal f of our comunity.

My nane is Cathy Choi. That's Ca-t-h-y. Last
name is CGh-o-i. And | ama nenber of the coalition for
Asian Pacific Americans for Fair Redistricting in
Metropolitan Los Angeles. For the past ten years, |
have been involved in various aspects of community
organi zing in Los Angel es as a student at UCLA, a
staffer for different political offices, a volunteer for
communi ty organi zati ons such as the Korean Youth &
Community Center, and was recently a resident of the
Kor eat own ar ea.

I amcurrently working as the external affairs
director for the Korean American Coalition. KACis a
nati onal nonprofit, nonpartisan comunity advocacy
organi zati on headquartered in Los Angeles with chapters
throughout the United States. Established in 1983,

KAC s mission is to facilitate the Korean Anerica
community's participation in civic, |legislative, and
communi ty affairs.

KAC offers services to assist with the U S
citizenship process as well as operating a 4.29 D spute
Resol ution Center which provides resources to handling
civil issues. Koreatown is a focal point for the rest
of the Korean American comunities throughout the

nation. Many times our chapters |look to us for guidance
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as a nodel as they try to establish thensel ves
politically, socially, and economcally.

MR SIM Hello. M nane is Inbo SSim [|'mthe
executive director of Korean Resource Center. CQur
famly first noving to Koreatown 22 years ago, and
have been working at the Korean Resource Center for the
last 17 years, and | have lived in Koreatown for the
| ast 17 years.

The Korean Resource Center has served Koreatown
area since 1983. For 18 years we have provi ded wi de
range of education, advocacy, and social service for
Korean Anerican inmm grant comunities. KRC operates a
| owincome tax clinic to assist limted
Engl i sh-proficient taxpayers and a government benefit
clinic that provides application assistance on prograns
like CAPI, Health Fam |y, and Medi Cal

We offer immgrant-rel ated service, teach
Engl i sh and hol d conputer classes and even offer voter
assi stance education fromlocal to federal election. As
an affiliate of National Korean American Service and
Educati on Consortium KRC has al so done a significant
outreach and education work on bilingual service and
hate crines.

We are both here today to urge you to unite

Koreatown into one assenbly district. W agree that
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Voting R ghts Act should be enforced to avoid mnority

vote dilution and respectfully request that you keep our

community intact and don't divide them up

W believe Koreatown is just a community that
i s cohesive and shoul d be kept together in one district
but that is currently divided into multiple districts.
Because of this, residents of cohesive Koreatown
community face unnecessary obstacles to advocate for
their needs in state policy making.

Koreat own, a mmj or gateway for recent
i mm grants, has grown proportionally over the years to
accommodat e the growi ng nunber of Koreans. It
originally centered around the several nmain boul evards.
In 1970 the Gty of Los Angel es posted the first
of ficial sign designating Koreatown. Now roughly
defined, it is an area bound by Hancock Park
Pi co- Uni on, Hol |l ywood, and South Central.

For the last three decades, Koreatown has
becone increasingly visible with an influx of business
and residents. Nunmerous shopping centers and clusters
of Korean businesses are appearing in the areas where
there has not been a significant Korean presence.

Thr ough our community work, we realize
l owincone, limted English-speaki ng Korean American

community is often discrimnated agai nst and
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mar gi nal i zed because of linguistic and cultura
barriers. Koreatown is an integral residential center
that eases the adjustnent to life in the United States.
Here lowincome inmmgrants can find culturally rel evant
educational service and a conmmunity-based organi zati on
that offers assistance.

Al t hough Korean Anerican conprises a |arge part
of Koreatown, the area al so enconpasses a significant
popul ation of Central Americans, Filipinos, and Tha
people. Al these communities share simlar interests
inimmgrant-related i ssues and benefits for | owincone
peopl e. These issues include |egalization, healthcare
access, |anguage access and education, affordable
housing, job training, and state-run public benefits for
i mm grants such as CAPI and CFAP. As Koreatown is
currently divided into several districts, this dilutes
the political potential of these inmgrant communities.

M5. CHO: | and KAC join Inbo Simand the
Korean Resource Center in respectfully requesting that
you unite Koreatown area into one assenbly district. W
al so agree that Koreatown is roughly bounded by Hancock
Par k, Pi co-Union, Hollywood, and South Centr al

Koreatown i s maj or commercial center not only
for Korean Americans but many people in this m dtown

area. It developed in part because of the financial and
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soci al investnent of nmany Korean Anericans and nowis a
central place for Korean Americans who need services.

For exanple, there are many Korean groceries
here that Korean residents of Koreatown, as well as
other parts of Los Angeles, rely on for their shopping
needs. Additionally, there are many small and m d-sized
Kor ea- owned busi nesses | ocated in Koreatown such as
i mport-export businesses that specialize in inporting
goods from Korea, Asia, and Mexico

In addition we al so agree with the earlier
statenment that there is a grow ng Korean residenti al
popul ation in the Koreatown area.

Recently KAC has been designated as a Census
Informati on Center by the U S. Census Bureau, and
through this center, KAC has exam ned a breakdown of the
denogr aphi cs of Koreatown as well as the nei ghboring
communities. W found that there has been a significant
i ncrease in Koreans who reside within the Koreatown
area. In addition, this finding goes against the
assunption that Korean Anericans only own businesses in
Kor eat own and do not meke up its resident constituency.

For the above reasons, we request that you
recogni ze that Koreatown is one cohesive, distinct
community that should be held intact in one assenbly

district. Currently, Koreatown is split into nultiple
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assenbly districts, and this sonetinmes results in the
political marginalization of our residents or interferes
with their ability to advocate for policy issues that
the state legislature confronts. 1In fact, we have

resi dents of Koreatown cone into our office confused
about who their legislator is because of the division of
Kor eat own.

We both thank the conmittee for conducting
these hearings and urge you to consider our input as you
proceed with the redistricting process. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very nuch.

Next .

M5. HAG HARA: Good afternoon. M nane is
Ayako Hagi hara, A-y-a-k-o, Ha-g-i-h-a-r-a. | do have
copi es of ny statenent.

Once again, ny nane is Ayako Hagi hara, and | am
a nmenber of the Coalition for Asian Pacific Amrericans
for Fair Redistricting in Metropolitan Los Angel es.

I ama comunity organi zer and controller at
the LTSC Conmunity Devel opnent Corporation, an economc
devel opnment affiliate of the Little Tokyo Service
Center, LTSC, Inc. M primary responsibility as
conmmuni ty organi zer has been to work closely with over
1,200 residents in Little Tokyo, many of whom are

el derly and of low inconme and feel disenpowered and
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renoved froml ocal governnent despite having lived in
the area for alnost 20 years. In order to increase
civic participation, LTSC CDC hel ped to formthe Little
Tokyo Residents Association, an areaw de network of
residents that advocates for residents' needs and
concer ns.

I have been working at LTSC CDC for two and a
hal f years. Prior to that, | have volunteered with
various Little Tokyo and Japanese Anerican
organi zations. M famly immgrated from Japan in 1982,
and al t hough we have always lived in Al hanbra, a suburb
of Los Angeles, | viewed Little Tokyo as a connection to
and a rem nder of my heritage and spent many hours
volunteering at the N sei Wek festivals and ot her
events in Little Tokyo.

LTSC CDC was established in 1983 as a conmunity
and econom c devel opnent affiliate of the LTSC, Inc.
which is a conprehensive social service agency that has
served the Southern California Japanese American
community for 22 years.

LTSC CDC s mission statenent is to plan
pronote, and support comunity devel opnent activities
whi ch preserve the Japanese Anerican and multiethnic
culture and history of Little Tokyo and to contribute to

its physical, social, cultural, and economc
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revitalization;, to serve as a resource for simlar
community econom ¢ devel opment efforts in other
| ow-i ncome conmunities, particularly Asian and Pacific
| sl ander conmmunities; and to devel op, provide, and
mai nt ai n af f ordabl e housi ng and housi ng-rel ated services
in Little Tokyo, in the Little Tokyo area, and in the
greater Los Angeles netropolitan area for the benefit of
| ow and noderat e-i ncone persons.

LTSC CDC is al so a nenber of the Little Tokyo
Conmmuni ty Council, a consortium of residents,
busi nesses, cultural institutions, and religious
organi zations forned to coordi nate advocacy and
community planning for Little Tokyo. The Little Tokyo
Community Council is currently discussing the
possibility of formng a | ocal nei ghborhood council wth
Chi natown, O vera Street, and the Arts District.

In ny personal life |l ama board nmenmber of the
Japanese American Citizen Cvic League's Pacific
Sout hwest District and co-chair of its CGvil R ghts
Caucus. JACL is the oldest Asian American civil rights
organi zation, and we al so support CAPAFR s efforts in
advocating for the interests of the APIA community. And
you will see in the witten testinony ny other
affiliations.

| speak for LTSC CDC and the ot her

122



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

organi zations | amaffiliated with when I state ny
support for the follow ng principles that have been set
forth by other nmenmbers of CAPAFR t hroughout the state.
Specifically, we urge you to enforce Voting Ri ghts Act
and do not divide our comunities or African Amrerican or
Lati no communities or otherw se dilute our votes. And
pl ease respect our conmmunities and the nmultiple
communities of interest that exist in Los Angel es and do
not split each of themup into nultiple districts. And
al so please allow the input of the Asian and Pacific

| sl ander Americans, Latino, and African American
conmunities to be neaningful by truly considering it
when you redraw the district |ines.

Little Tokyo, which includes a historic
district that has been recogni zed as a national historic
| andmark, is bounded by Tenple Street to the north,

Los Angeles Street to the west, Third Street to the
south, and Al aneda Street to the east. These are the
boundari es that have been used by the Conmunity
Redevel opnent Agency of the City of Los Angeles to
define the Little Tokyo project area for the past 31
years. However, historically, Little Tokyo as a
community had an easterly boundary of Vignes Street.
Currently in that area there are two Buddhi st tenples,

one Catholic church, and a few snall busi nesses,
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residents, and property owners who have historically
identified with Little Tokyo. The CRAis currently
wor ki ng on extending the project area to include this
area east of Alaneda in the Little Tokyo project.

Little Tokyo is a 120-year-old community with a
rich multicultural history and was once a thriving foca
poi nt for Japanese Americans throughout Southern
California. Currently, over 1,200 people live in Little
Tokyo. There are five residential conpl exes, including
four | owincone and/or senior-disabled housing and one
condom ni um conpl ex. In addition, several single
residential occupancy units are | ocated above
storefronts.

Little Tokyo is also hone to severa
significant cultural and religious institutions. The
Japanese Anerican National Museumis a highly accl ai nmed
museum showcasi ng Japanese Anerican history and the
current community as well as art and children's
exhibits. The Japanese Anerican Cul tural and Conmunity
Center houses many nmasters of classic Japanese art such
as traditional dance, flower arrangenent, and dol
maki ng. The cultural center al so operates the Japan
Anerican Theater.

Wthin the historic district, which is the only

nati onal historic |andmark that enconpasses nore than a

124



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

building, there is the Union Center for the Arts, site
of the historic Union Church, which has been restored
and rehabilitated to house East West Players, the ol dest
Asi an American theater conpany; Visual Communications,
the ol dest Asian American nedia arts organi zation; and a
nonprofit gallery, LA Artcore

Security and beautification are najor concerns
for the future of Little Tokyo. The Little Tokyo
Conmunity Council is working toward identifying,
fundi ng, and working with [ ocal governnent to inplenent
streetscapes plans that woul d preserve and enhance the
historic features of Little Tokyo, establishing a
Busi ness I nprovenment District and finding ways to
address the honel ess situation.

The Little Tokyo conmunity al so recogni zes a
need to increase the nunber of people in Little Tokyo
both by creating nore housing for all famly sizes and
i ncome | evel s and devel opi ng events and facilities that
attract people. Toward this goal of attracting nore
people to Little Tokyo, there is a need to develop a
coordi nated and strategic marketing plan as well as
creating affordabl e and accessi bl e par ki ng.

I would like to thank the conmttee at this
time for holding these hearings and providing us with an

opportunity to describe our communities to you. | am
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not proposing any boundaries today. | sinply hope to
identify the Little Tokyo community and its needs and
concerns to you and recogni ze the district as a
nei ghbor hood that should stay intact. Thank you very
nmuch.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very rmnuch.

M. Nakano, do you have a question?

MR NAKANO Yes. | believe there are three

Buddhi st tenpl es.

(The remai nder of the proceedi ngs were reported

by Leslie A MacNeil.)
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M. HAG HARA: Well, | was referring to the
area east of Alaneda. So west of Al aneda there are --

MR. NAKANO. Koyasan and Hi gashi .

M5. HAG HARA:  Yeah. And --

MR. NAKANO  You wouldn't call N shi Honganji,
t hen.

M5. HAG HARA: Nishi Honganji, Zenshuji are the
two tenples. Is there -- I'"'mnot aware of a third one.

MR NAKANG There are four, then.

M5. HAG HARA:  Yeah.

MR. NAKANO.  Zenshuji, and then you have the
H gashi, and then you also --

M5. HAG HARA: Right. But within the total
area of Little Tokyo there are like nine religious
entities.

MR NAKANO ~ Ckay.

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  And if | can ask --

MR. NAKANO. But in the greater comunity

there --

MB. HAG HARA: Right.

MR. NAKANO. -- it's much larger than --

M5. HAG HARA: Than what's identified by | ocal
gover nnent .

MR. NAKANO. And then you have the Union

Church, as well.
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MB. HAG HARA: R ght.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  If | mght ask, if it
woul d not be too much trouble, if there's any chance you
could -- for our court reporter, you could just do this
on a piece of paper, wite down the spelling of those
tenpl es that you were just referring to, so they can
have that for the record?

M5. HAG HARA: No probl em

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  We'd appreciate it. Thank
you very nuch.

MR. HUANG Good afternoon. My name is Al bert
Y.M Huang, A-I-b-e-r-t Y.M Huang Hu-a-n-g, and I'm
speaki ng today on behalf of the Asian Pacific Anericans
for Fair Redistricting, or APAFR of San Gabriel Vall ey,
which is a part of the statewi de coalition called the
Coalition of Asian Pacific Anericans for Fair
Redi stricting, or CAPAFR

I"ma product of San Gabriel Valley. Besides
currently residing in Alhanbra, | was also raised in
Arcadia and for a while lived in El Sereno. |In the past
17 years | have personally witnessed the inpressive
growm h of this conmunity. Gowing up in the shadow of
my father, who is a highly successfu
attorney-turned-devel oper, | have devel oped early on

sensitivity for nmy surroundings. |In fact, those
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instincts have driven me to pursue a career in
architecture and planning. For the |last seven years |
have hel ped nanage and design projects in Al hanbra,

El Monte, Norwal k, Sim Valley, Santa Mnica and various
parts of Los Angeles. Currently I'mworking on projects
in San Gabriel, Pacific Palisades, Shernan Caks,
Brentwood and Malibu. 1In addition to architecture, |I'm
al so the devel oper/ manager for the Chinese Heritage and
Multi-cultural Center for the San Fernando Vall ey

Chi nese Cultural Association.

In the community, | serve as a youth director
of LA 80-20, otherwi se known as the 80-20 Initiative.
The 80-20 Initiative is a national, nonpartisan
political action comrttee founded primarily by Asian
and Pacific |slander Anericans, dedicated to work for
equality and justice for all Anericans. Qur mssion is
to focus on political enmpowerment and civil rights, to
build a political voice in unison to wi n equa
opportunity and political parity, and to work together
on mutual interests and issues that affect our rights as
Anerican citizens.

As a representative fromLA 80-20, I'mproud to
be a menber of the steering comittee of
APAFR- San Gabriel Valley. Qur diverse coalition of

Asi an and Pacific |slander Americans consists of both
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Republ i cans and Denocrats, city planners, snmall business
owners and various professionals. Qur diverse
coalition --

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Sir, just a little bit
sl ower .

MR HUANG |'msorry.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  That's quite all right.

MR. HUANG To best ensure that the new
assenbly district lines represent our community and best
all ow our comunities with shared interests to el ect
representative who will be responsive to these conmon
interests and needs, we want to share our concerns about
the assenbly district |ines.

Wth the assistance of Asian Pacific Amrerican
Legal Center throughout 2000 and 2001, APAFR-San Gabri el
Val | ey has | earned about redistricting | egal principles,
denmogr aphi ¢ changes, and the new technol ogy. W | ooked
at the data provided by APALC on many different factors,
such as popul ati on changes, party and politica
i nterests, sociodenographic data such as age, education
i mm grant history, incone and race, and inportant
geogr aphi ¢ markers such as freeways, school district
boundari es and parks. This pronpted many | ong ni ghts of
di scussi ons about the current configuration of

districts, especially in the San Gabriel Valley, and how
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they could better represent many comunities in the
ar ea.

After many nont hs of studies and di scussions,

APAFR- San Gabriel Valley has identified two priorities

important to protecting our comunity interests and
ability to have a mneani ngful vote: There should be a
single district at both,) hold the four cities of

Al hanbra, Mnterey Park, Rosenead and San Gabri el

together and 2) is squarely -- and is placed squarely in

the San Gabriel Valley and fully represent our unique
interests.

First and forenost, we urge you to consider
drawing a 49th Assenbly District that holds the four
City of A hanbra, Mnterey Park, Rosenead and
San Gabriel together. This is an area with a large
popul ati on of Asian and Pacific |Islander Americans,
APl As, that share a common history, draw on the sane

resources, and have built a strong infrastructure to

support their community needs. Historically, Mnterey

Park was one of the first cities to affirmatively outl aw

restrictive covenants barring sale of property to
non-whites. Presently, it serves as the gateway for
many APl A communities. Mreover, the region has

W t nessed a trenendous growth of Chinese Anmerican

communi ty.
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To give you an exanple of how firmy rooted the
APl A and Chi nese Anerican comunity has becone with
these four cities and the San Gabriel Valley, one can
| ook at the location of alnost all the major Chinese
Anerican nedia sources --

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Just a sl ower again so --

MR HUANG |'msorry.

-- in this area.

| generally talk pretty fast. |'msorry.

These nedi a sources devel oped in response to
the conmunity's need for nedia services tailored to the
Chi nese Anerican comunity and, nore specifically, the
three main i mm grant communities of mainland China,

Tai wan and Hong Kong, in ternms of both content and
| anguage.

By way of exanple, the two | argest Chinese
| anguage newspapers with a worldw de circul ation, Wrld
Journal and Sing Tao Newspapers, both have their
Sout hern California offices based in San Gabriel Valley,
Mont erey Park and Al hanbra respectively. World
Journal's circulation in Los Angel es has approxi mately
150, 000 to 200,000 readers and is the | argest Chinese
| anguage newspaper circulation in Southern California.
It's readership is conprised largely of first generation

Chi nese Anericans. In fact, | nyself would flip through
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the pages of Wrld Journal to get ny dosage of |oca
news. Wth offices throughout the world, the Wrld
Journal chose to locate its Southern California regiona
offices in Monterey Park 20 years ago because of a |arge
readership concentrated in Monterey Park and the
proximty to the reportage areas.

Simlarly, nost other mmjor Chinese | anguage
medi a are based in the San Gabriel Valley: The Chinese
Press in Al hanbra, International Daily News in Mnterey
Park, Worldwi de Liberty Tines in A hanbra, Xin Mn
Evening News in Al hanbra, Chinese L.A Daily News in
El Monte, Zhong Guo News in El Monte and radio station
AM 1430 in E Mnte.

The ethnic nmedia market of San Gabriel Valley
refl ects a commonal ity and cohesi veness of comunities
i ncluded in the proposed 49th Assenbly District.
Moreover, the proprietors of this ethnic nedia may al so
have conmmon interests around which they forma
conmmuni ty.

Not unlike the devel opnment of Chinese nedia in
San Gabriel Valley, the proliferation of Asian banks
coincides with the devel opment of San Gabriel Valley as
a center for the Asian Anerican popul ation of
Los Angeles. As a result, many Chi nese-owned banks

nmoved from Chinatown to San Gabriel Valley, and
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specifically Monterey Park, in the past few decades.

The proliferation of Asian banks, as well as a very

| arge number and visible presence of Asian

Anmeri can-owned smal |l businesses in San Gabriel Valley
suggests, of course, that there was a grow ng and rooted
community there for these banks to serve.

The four cities of Al hanbra, Mnterey Park
Rosenead and San Gabriel all share mixed zoning --

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Little sl ower.

MR. HUANG -- that conbines single-famly
residential housing with nmultifam |y housing, conmmerci al
and light industrial zoning. Specifically, the cities
tend to consist primary of single-famly residential
uses, with significant but isolated pockets of
multiple-famly residential uses. The cities also have
varying amounts of |and zoned for commercial uses and
some manufacturing or light industrial uses.

The majority of Monterey Park is zoned for
residential uses, with |arge swaths of single-famly
residential use. Higher density residential areas
exist, but are linmted largely to the perinmeter of the
city, and to the northeast quadrant of the city. Not
surprisingly, areas zoned for higher residential use are
clustered around spaces zoned for conmercial uses, and

in particular comrercial service uses.
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As with the other three cities -- Al hanbra
Rosenead and San Gabriel -- that we are asking to be
hel d together, there is a large, linear corridor of
conmer ci al space running al ong Garvey Avenue, which is a
maj or artery in Monterey Park. There are also a handfu
of swaths of |and dedicated to manufacturing uses in the
nost eastern part of the city, abutting East
Los Angel es.

Simlarly, A hanbra consists |argely of
residential land, primarily single-famly, but with
slightly nore | and dedicated to high-density residenti al
uses than Monterey Park. The high-density residential
uses are primarily in the center and northern part of
the Al hanbra, and are al so considered clustered around a
|inear corridor dedicated to commercial use such as Main
Street and Valley Boul evard. The devel opnent of the
busi ness corridor of shopping plazas al ong Vall ey
Boul evard in Al hanbra, extending down to San Gabriel and
Rosenead, has been known for years as the nost critica
artery of Chinese Anerican stores and busi nesses.

Li ke the other cities, San Gabriel is zoned
primarily for residential uses with nmost of the city
zoned for single-famly residential uses. The city also
has hi gher-density residential spaces clustered around

comerci al space. San Gabriel seens to have a simlar
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anount of space dedicated to high-density residential
uses as Al hanbr a.

The City of Rosenead al so consists primarily of
residential |and uses, although the balance here tilts
nmore toward hi gh-density residential uses as opposed to
single-famly residential uses. The city includes sone
commer ci al uses and sone m ni mal manufacturing uses, but
they are less clustered and nore dispersed throughout
the city than the other core cities. Still, the primry
character of the city is residential, with a mx of
single and famly multi- -- single and multifamly
resi dences, like the other core cities.

The consistent |and use patterns in these
cities reflect the common residential character of these
cities. These common character may be the genesis of
many conmunities of interest, as well as a source of
differentiation from nei ghboring areas, sone of which
are nore industrial, or other |and use patterns.

The four cities also share the issue of
hi gher-density of senior citizens within our
communities. It makes sense to have one assenbly nenber
or state senator to speak to

In sunmary, we urge you to respect the
integrity of the communities of A hanbra, Monterey Park

Rosenead and San Gabriel, keeping them whole and united
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in one single assenbly district.

APAFR- San Gabriel Valley's primary concern is
to preserve the shared interest of our communities and
to protect themfrombeing divided into nultiple
districts. W hope that you will seriously consider
this input to determ ne what our conmunities and
San Gabriel Valley's communities of interest are and
whet her to keep them whol e.

W al so urge you to consider our input and the
i nput of other Latino and African American conmmunities
to gather the informati on you need to enforce the Voting
Rights Act. W're grateful to the conmmttee and the
| egi sl ature for conducting these hearings and providing
the residents of the San Gabriel Valley with this
i nval uabl e opportunity to share our know edge wi th you.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much, sir

And | believe M. Ono.

MR ONO M. Chair, honorable nenbers of the
assenbly. M nane is Thomas Ono, O-n-o. First name
Thomas, T-h-o-ma-s |ast nane Ono, O-n-o0. | am speaking
today on behalf of the Asian Pacific Amrericans for
Redi stricting of San Gabriel Valley, which is one of the
ni ne | ocal chapters of the statewi de Coalition for Asian

Pacific Americans for Redistricting. | amone of the
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three co-chairs

| begin by sharing ny background, for | believe
it wll help you understand the roots of ny concerns.
After the Second Wrld War, ny parents were rel eased
fromthe internment canps and returned with nothing to
Los Angel es, which remained |argely segregated in its
housi ng and enpl oynent. In 1948 | was born at the
Japanese Hospital, Los Angel es, which was started in the
1920s because patients of Japanese ancestry were not
accepted at other hospitals. M first residence was in
a segregated nei ghborhood near Little Tokyo in the
present skid row area of Los Angeles. M father, an
i mm grant from Japan, worked as a fry cook and ny
mother, a U S. citizen, was a garnment worker. Wen
was 12, ny famly noved to the Boyle Heights area of
East Los Angeles. And that's where | devel oped ny
respect for Chicano culture and nmy | ove for Mexican
f ood.

Wth the help of their children, ny parents
moved to Monterey Park in 1974. M wife and | have
lived in Monterey Park since 1977. Qur three children
have been raised in Monterey Park and have attended the
| ocal public schools. | received ny undergraduate and
| aw degrees in Los Angel es, and have been a practicing

attorney in private practice since 1975.
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In the past, | have served on the steering
committee of the Japanese Wl fare Rights Organization
whi ch was organi zed by Japanese senior citizens to fight
the denial of social security benefits for failure to
produce their INS green cards, which were seized by the
U.S. government in the internment canps and never
returned to them | served as counsel for the Little
Tokyo Peopl es' Rights O ganization, which was forned to
fight the evictions of 273 senior citizens by the
Los Angel es Redevel opnent Agency. | have served ei ght
years on the Mnterey Park Pl anning Conm ssion and two
terns as its chairman. | also chaired the Monterey Park
Conmmuni ty Advisory Conmmittee, which prepared the
comunity design conponent of the city's present naster
plan. This comunity design component, to ensure
quality planned devel opnent, was the first for any city
in the San Gabriel Valley.

I now turn nmore specifically to APAFR s
recommendations for the 49th Assenbly District. W
basically have two concerns. First, that the four
cities of Al hanbra, Monterey Park, Rosenead and
San Gabriel be allowed to continue to remain in the 49th
Assenbly District and, second, that the 49th Assenbly
Di strict should be drawn to ensure the common concerns

and interests of San Gabriel Valley residents.
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Qur recomendations satisfy the traditiona
requi rements of conpactness and continuity while
mai nt ai ni ng the existing political subdivisions. |
woul d like to spend the bal ance of ny presentation
di scussing with you why our reconmendati ons are based on
buil di ng on existing, quote, conmunities of interest.

I would like to el aborate on the three existing
communities of interest. oviously there are others,
but today I would just like to focus on three. First,
all of the included cities are nenbers of the
San Gabriel Valley Council of Governnents; second, each
of the included cities has an i ndependent | ocal schoo
system wi th outstandi ng acadeni c performances by their
students; and, third, all of the included cities have
Asi an Pacific Amrerican residents who have shared a
common political history and devel opnent.

As to the first point, the San Gabriel Valley
Council of Governments, | will use the acronym of
SGVCG. Al hanbra, Mnterey Park, Rosenead and
San Gabriel are all nenbers of the SGVCG which is a
nonprofit organization to coordi nate regional plans to
deal with issues of transportation, air quality, |and
use and solid waste nanagenent.

In particular, the controversial regiona

transportation i ssues denonstrate the comunity of
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interests shared by the included cities. The Wst

San Gabriel Valley shares a common interest in
transportation systenms and transportation pl anni ng that
is unique. The is SGVCG and the four cities of

Al hanbra, Mnterey Park, Rosenmead and San Gabriel are
united in support for the conpletion of the 710
freeway. This support arises froma need in these
cities and many surroundi ng west San Gabriel Valley
cities to reduce traffic congestion

| note parenthetically, that the I evel of
service during conmuter hours is a level F, which is the
worst, grid lock, along the major arterial surface
streets through the Wst San Gabriel Valley. By
reducing traffic congestion, the proponents contend that
it would inprove air quality in the region.

In addition to easing the transportation
hardshi ps, the West San Gabriel Valley residents fee
the 710 freeway conpletion poses a solution to regiona
transportation problens that will al so behoove
busi nesses who rely on a regional freeway network for
the easy transport of goods.

The 710 freeway is a major north/south
interstate route used for inter-regional and
intra-regional commuting and shi ppi ng through an

ur bani zed corridor, connecting the ports of Long Beach
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and Los Angeles to the western San Gabriel Valley. By
1965 the 710 freeway extended north fromthe Port of
Long Beach to Valley Boulevard in the Gty of Al hanbra.
About that tine, the California H ghway Comm ssion
adopted the neridian route that would continue building
the 710 freeway northward, |inking the 10 freeway and
the 210 freeway. Since that tinme, however, factions in
the regi on have been warring over the execution of the
meridian route and the construction is stalled.

Additionally, the San Gabriel Valley exists in
a shared transportati on comunity, as denonstrated by
the creation, existence and route patterns of the
Foothills Transit District. The Foothills Transit
District, developed in the 1980s in response to the
Southern California Rapid Transit District's
announcenent of service cuts that resulted in |ess
service to the San Gabriel Valley and Ponona Vall ey.
FTD focuses its efforts on serving 327 square mles of
San Gabriel and Ponona Valleys, linking the valleys to
each other and facilitating transportation within and
t hroughout the Valleys, and additionally |inking the
Val | eys to downt own Los Angel es.

| next turn to the next conmunity of interest.
It was the community of elenentary, mddle and high

school studies. MW wfe, Carol, is an elenmentary schoo
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teacher who stresses the inportance that our schoo
children are served by an assenbl yperson who is
responsive to the needs of the many school districts
that serve the West San Gabriel Valley. There are nany
| ocal independent school districts that serve the West
San Gabriel Valley, such as the A hanbra Schoo
District, the Garvey El enentary School District, Keppel
El ementary, Rosenead El enentary School District,

San Gabriel Unified School District and Tenple City
Unified School District.

Currently sone of these districts, which spread
across city lines, are split along nore than one
assenbly district, making it difficult for our
conmunities to speak with a united voi ce about our
concerns with respect to area schools and the education
needs of our school -age chil dren

Additionally, given assenbly and senate term
limts, the training ground for political |eaders is
increasingly coming fromthe ranks of city councils and
school boards. Candidates who are able to succeed at
the school board level may have an interest in pursuing
hi gher elective offices. It is inportant to our
community that we build stepping stones for the next
generation of |eaders who will represent San Gabri el

Valley to come out of these |ocal offices.
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| nowturn to the third point in ternms of the
community of interest. |In order to appreciate the
significance of this comunity interest, it is helpfu
to turn -- to step back and to see the larger historica
context. Although the United States Supreme Court
invalidated racially restrictive covenants on rea
property as unconstitutional in 1948, the California
Alien Land Law, which denied | and ownership to
i mm grants was not deened unconstitutional until 1952,
in the famous case of Fuji versus California. The
federal governnment's notorious Walter-MCarran Act
precl udi ng Japanese imm grants from ever applying for
U S. citizenship, was not repealed until 1954.

As di scussed in ny personal history, Japanese
American famlies returning to Los Angel es after Wrld
War Il were limted to living in segregated housing near
Little Tokyo. After stabilizing economcally, our
famlies started noving into relatively better housing
in the Boyle Heights area of East Los Angeles, and the
Crenshaw and uptown areas of West Los Angel es

In the early 1960s there was a conmunity
controversy over the continued use of a racially
restrictive covenant to preclude a black famly from
moving into Monterey Park. As a result, the Monterey

Park Gty Council was the first to pass a resol ution
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denounci ng the enforcement of illegal race covenants.
Thi s encouraged Asian and Pacific Americans to nove into
Monterey Park. This is why there are Japanese Anerican
Chi nese Anerican, Korean Anerican and Filipino Anerican
famlies who have lived in Monterey Park for over 30
years. Indeed, in the early 1970s this progressive
climate fostered the election of Al Song to the state
senate fromthat area at a tine when there were only a
smal | percentage of Asian Pacific American voters.

In the 1980s there was a new wave of Chinese
Americans and immgrants noving into Monterey Park
undoubt edl y encouraged by the experiences of the
exi sting Asian Pacific Arerican residents. To this
rapid influx of immgrants and rel ated haphazard
conmmer ci al devel opnent, a raci st backl ash erupted
demandi ng busi ness signs only in English and attenpting
to limt immgrant businesses. This racist backlash was
beat back by a strong nulti-cultural and multi-ethnic
cross-section of Monterey Park residents, demanding
quality plan devel opnent and the end to the raci st
scapegoati ng of imm grants.

It is noteworthy that since the 1960s, those
elected to the Monterey Park Gty Council have included
a Japanese Anerican, a Filipino Arerican and three

Chi nese Anericans, whereas in all of the neighboring
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West San Gabriel cities none have yet been elected to

the various city councils during the sanme tinme period.

Indeed, only in the late 1990s have Chi nese Anmeri cans

been elected in the city councils of South Pasadena and

West Covi na.

Since the late 1980s and the 1990s Monterey

Park has provided a confort zone and gateway for Asian

Anericans and Pacific Americans to nove into Al hanbra,

Rosenead and San Gabri el

As a result, several Chinese

Aneri cans have been elected to the school boards in

Al hanmbra and Rosenead

And, of course, on May 15, 2001

we joyously celebrated the election of the Honorable

Judy Chu to represent the 49th Assenbly District.

It is this shared comon political history and

devel opnment that provides the nost conpelling conmunity

interest, because fair

redistricting will allow our

conmunities to participate as equal menbers with fair

access to the electora

process. Recently, the United

States Suprenme Court provided tinely guidance by ruling

that a particular community's political and voting

behavi or may be considered in defining districts. And

cite Hunt versus Cornmartie.

In the final

anal ysis, the shared common

political history and devel opnent is the nost conpelling

community interest,

for

it

is steeped in the American
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dreamto share the life, liberty and pursuit of
happi ness offered by our great nation.

I thank you for your tinme and consideration.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much
M. Ono. W appreciate it.

And we go on to M. |chinose.

MR, | CH NOSE: Good afternoon. M nane is
Dani el Ichinose, last nane is spelled I-c-h-i-n-o0-s-e,
and |I'mresearch coordinator in the Voting Rights and
Anti-Discrimnation Unit at the Asian Pacific Anerican
Legal Center of Southern California.

| hold a Master of Arts degree in Sociol ogy
fromthe University of Massachusetts, Anmherst with a
concentration in race rel ations, research nmethodol ogy
and quantitative anal ysis.

Research anal yst Nancy Yu and | have been
supporting regional groups throughout California in
their efforts to participate in the redistricting
process by providing anal ysis and mappi ng pertinent
denogr aphi ¢ dat a.

I"d like to conclude by doing two things.
First, 1'd like to provide a brief denographic overview
of Los Angeles County's Asian and Pacific |slander
Anmerican communities. Second, |I'd like to introduce

data in support of the testinmony of CAPAFR s San Gabri el
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Val | ey Regional Goup. 1've provided witten copies of

nmy witten testinmony to you all, and there be will
tabl es and maps on the overhead projector to -- to your
right.

Wth a popul ation of over 9.5 nmillion people in
2000, Los Angel es County remains by far the | argest
county in the United States. |I|ndeed, over 28 percent of
California's total population resides here.

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  still sl ower.

MR | CH NOSE: Okay.

Gven its imense size, it should not be
surprising that Los Angeles County is honme to nore Asian
and Pacific and |slander Anmericans than any other county
in the United States.

Data fromthe 2000 census provides us with the
nmost accurate nmeasure we have of the county's racial
diversity. According to these data, there are over
1.2 mllion Asian and Pacific Islander Americans in
Los Angeles County. And you can refer to Table 1 of you
packet for that information.

Asi an and Pacific |slander Anmericans nmake up
nearly 13 percent of the county's total popul ation and
constitute its fastest growi ng group since 1990.

Mappi ng of Census 2000 data for Los Angel es

County shows several concentrations of Asian and Pacific
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I sl ander Anericans. And this is in Appendix A of your
materials. In referring to that appendi x, please note
that the darker areas represent higher concentrations of
Asi an and Pacific |slander Americans.

In West San Gabriel Valley, Al hanbra, Arcadia,
Mont erey Park, Rosenead, San Gabriel, San Bernardino,
Sout h Pasadena and Tenple City have high concentrations
of Asian and Pacific |Islander Americans. To the east,
many reside in the areas of Dianond Bar, Haci enda
Hei ghts, Rol and Heights and Wl nut. In Metro L.A our
comuni ties are located in Chinatown, Koreatown,
Filipinotown and Little Tokyo. To the south, Artesia,
Cerritos, Gardena, Torrance -- and Torrance are home to
many Asian and Pacific |slander Americans. And, again
in Table 2 these areas are ranked according to the
percentage of their total population that was Asian and
Paci fic Islander American in 2000.

The second part of my testinony will address
two other comunities of interest in the San Gabri el
Valley. M. Huong stated that the concerns of seniors,
defined here as those 65 years of age or older, create a
community of interest in the San Gabriel Vall ey.

I ndeed, seniors have inportant concerns that need to be
respected in the redistricting process. Mpping

proj ections of the population 65 years of age or ol der
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shows that the western San Gabriel Valley has

di sproportionately nore seniors than surroundi ng areas.
And, again, please note that the darker areas represent
hi gher concentrations of seniors. And this is in
Appendi x B.

Data fromthe 2000 census support this
contention. According to the U S. Census Bureau, nost
cities in the San Gabriel Valley, including Al hanbra,
Mont erey Park, Rosenead and San Gabriel, have
di sproportionately nore persons 65 years of age or
ol der.

An agi ng baby boom generation nmeans that the
nunber of persons 65 years of age or older will increase
dramatically in the next 10 to 20 years. Respecting the
seni or population in the San Gabriel Valley as a
community of interest neans that ol der adults will be
more likely to receive the services they desperately
need, including cash assistance, |ow cost housing and
affordabl e health care

M. Ono noted that education is an issue that
bi nds communities in the San Gabriel Valley. While
education is an issue that is critical to al
communi ti es, academ c achi evenent varies geographically
t hr oughout Los Angel es County.

The Academ c Performance | ndex, or APl, is a
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nmeasure of academ c performance used by the California

Department of Education to gauge school conpliance wth
the Public Schools Accountability Act of 1999. Scores

range from 200 to 1,000, with higher scores indicative

of hi gher academ c achi evenent.

Appendi x C, which you see on the overhead
projector, maps schools in the San Gabriel Valley
according to their score on the API. And, again, please
note that the red dots represent schools wth | ower
scores on the API, while the blue dots represent schools
wi t h hi gher scores.

An anal ysis of the geographic distribution of
academ c performance in the San Gabriel Valley shows
that schools in this area have higher |evels of acadenic
achi evenent relative to the county average.

Tabl e 4 denonstrates that schools in the cities
of Al hanbra, Mnterey Park, Rosenmead and San Gabri el
have higher -- have simlarly high |levels of academc
per f or mance.

To summarize, the cities that conprise the core
of the San Gabriel Valley, including those |I nentioned,
Al hanbra, Monterey Park, Rosenmead and San Gabriel, are
bound by several comunities of interest whose integrity
shoul d be respected in the redistricting process.

Evi dence supports the assertion that they have simlar
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Asi an and Pacific |Islander American popul ations, senior
popul ati ons and hi gher academ c performance in their
schools. Based on these and other simlarities that
were articul ated by ot her speakers who came before you
today, we believe that the interests of these core
cities are better severed if they are united in the sane
| egislative district.

Menbers of the L. A County -- L.A County's
Asi an and Pacific |Islander American conmmunities have
testified today as to the location of their comunities,
their character and the interests that bind them W
appreci ate the opportunity to speak with you today and
ask that you strongly consider the evidence that we have
submtted to you.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much, sir
We appreciate you taking the time to be with us, and we
appreciate all of the nenbers of the panel who have cone
to speak to us today.

We are going to take a break. But before we do
that, I want to introduce another nenber of our pane
who has arrived. The assenbly nmenber fromthe western
part of L.A County, one of the menbers fromthe western
part, Assenbly Menber Fran Pavl ey.

Ms. Pavley, if you wanted to nmake any
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observations, we'd certainly wel come them

M5. PAVLEY: | don't need to nake any
observations, I"'mhere to listen. And | thank you al
for com ng

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much

W will, then, take a ten-mnute break. Be
prepared for it to last 15 minutes. W'IlI|l see you
shortly.

Thank you very nuch.

(Recess taken.)

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE: W'l call this hearing
back to order, |adies and gentlenmen. And as | noted, we
are going to begin -- actually -- I'"'msorry -- there
were two peopl e who had been introduced to speak, who
had been out of the room when they were introduced and,
therefore, had been skipped over. And so | want to not
skip over those two individuals. They have been part of
t he NAACP panel and -- is M. Adrian Dove?

kay. M. Adrian Dove. And then we will have
M. Aubry, | believe, and then we will go to Kaye
Beckham and then Panel a Cook. So people can be kind of
prepar ed, okay?

M. Dove.

MR. DOVE: Thank you, M. Chairman, nenbers of

the conmttee. W're glad to be present today. M nane
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is Adrian Dove. M address is 6230 W/ shire Boul evard,
Suite 500-A, Los Angel es 90048.

I"mrepresenting today the African Anerican
Advi sory Conmittee on Census Redistricting and the
NAACP. We're focused primarily on Los Angel es County,
but we are concerned statew de.

The -- ny own background is, | was a regiona
director of the Census Bureau, U. S. Census Bureau for
the California Region Qutreach in the 1990 census and
delivered the maps for the county redistricting and the
state and congressional. As a matter of fact, | was --
I"'mnot a lawer, but | was admtted to the bar for 30
m nutes to deliver oral argunents to the state suprene
court on redistricting in 1991. They said | should put
that in every resunme, a nonlawyer that practiced before
t he suprene court.

The plans that we intend to propose have sone
basic thenes and there are sone basic questions that we
have. Let me start with the basic questions before | go
to the basic thenes.

And we would like to urge that there be sone
physical facility, in addition to UC Berkel ey, where the
public, interested public that's interested enough to go
and draw sone |lines, can go in and use that three and a

hal f thousand doll ar software, Maptitude, and the
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equi prent that's necessary for it, to actually put

into -- put sonme lines down on it and do some what-ifs
and try nmoving of the different tracks around after the
theoretical positions have been arrived at from | ooking
at tables and charts and what have you. So we woul d
like to urge that -- the county of Los Angel es, by way
of exanple, did that in Al hanbra, and they had a center
and it worked very well. People were able to do sone
very constructive maps that were -- that in fact are
bei ng used by the county Bond Review Conmittee to do
that. So we would like to urge that.

And, then, the second thing that we'd like to
urge is that -- we read that the senate is requiring
that nobody, no group or organization can submit a plan
unless it's a conprehensive, conplete plan for the
entire state. And M. Leonard, of course, has been over
there on that side and is back here now. | assune that
the assenbly is going to be nore open than that and will
gi ve serious consideration to partial plans.

We're asking for that, and yet we m ght end up
doing an entire state plan. Because it is difficult to
just look at your little area of concern and grab, in
our case, Districts 47, 48, 51 and 52. And | ooking at
those four, in absence of everything else, it's sort of

hard to do. So we may end up -- and any one thing you
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touch affects everything else. And so we may end up
having to go with the statewide. But we'd like to plea
for it, should we not.

W' re concerned about, for the African Anmerican
community, there being an absence of -- north of Sunset
Boul evard there isn't any persons fromthe comunity of
African Americans elected, and that would -- there were,
| guess, two, three, with the speaker, and two in
Cakl and and Berkeley, and in the senate side all gone.

I think there's one congressional menber. Congresswonan
Barbara Lee is alone up there in Northern California,
and the three seats here in Southern California.

Now, fromthat | want to nove on to a
definition of terms and call attention to the census.
The census from 1790 to 1990 had as question No. 4,
"What is your race?" And they nade a departure in
2000, noved that question to No. 7, and then they put
the question "Wiat is your" -- "Are you of Hispanic
ancestry" became question No. 6.

And then they began to do sonething with the
questions electronically. So that if you were to check
for example, that your race is African Anerican on
Question 7, but on Question 6 you had checked t hat
you' re of Hi spanic ancestry, the census -- the counting

machine will extract your nane -- your nunber fromthe
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African American count and nake it into the Hi spanic
count. Those nunbers are not very significant as a
percentage at this point. Over the 10 years coning
they may grow as people are nerging into a nore
honbgeneous soci ety.

The bi gger nunmber, approxi mately 45 percent of
persons counted as Hispanic, also counted thensel ves as
white. And so that what you have here is, for exanple,
L. A, County shows 45 percent H spanic and 32 percent
white. But there were 48 percent of the people in
Los Angel es County checked that they were white. So
that differential between 48 and 32 also said, on a
di fferent question, that they were H spanic and the
machi ne has gone -- so Professor Allen at Cal State
Northridge said that he's going to handl e that by saying
it isn't race any nore, that it's race or ethnicity and
sonme other things. But there's sonme serious questions,
but those aren't the biggest questions.

There is a m xture of race, and | anguage group
and national ancestry, and it's getting to be kind of
confusing. And if that's not enough, the census in the
year 2000, which I was no | onger working there then,
took and created 144 different categories that you can
check, if you'd like. You can be black and Asian, black

and this -- 144 categories. This is really getting down
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to the mnute.

And so we have cone up, for purposes of this
redistricting, with a termthat we'd like to introduce
today. W already introduced it in the county. |It's on
the web site over there. But we are calling describing
ourselves -- and we voted on this in conmittee. W're
wai ting for the reaccuracy of our national organization
NAACP, to review and concur, hopefully, on this. But
locally -- and things start in California for the
good -- nostly for the good, all over the country.

We've cone up with a termcalled "cohorts of
the African Anerican experience." W're describing our
community of interest as a cohort. And the definition
of "cohort" is this: Any person who is one-eighth or
nore descended from ancestors who cane to the United
States involuntarily, and who worked w t hout
conmpensation at a job they were prohibited froml eaving
to take another job that actually had pay, or to set up
their own business, they were prohibited froml eavi ng
and were required to rermain on the prem ses, prohibited
frombeing married, and were obliged to have their
children enter into the same enpl oynment as they were.
Any such person who was thus defined in the U S
Constitution, Article 1, Section 2 as three-fifths of a

person, these persons, by the Constitution of the United
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States, regardless of their race, creed, color, nationa
ancestry, sex, sexual preference or any of that, these
persons shall be deenmed nmenbers of the cohort of the
African Anerican experience.

So what we're saying is that the African
Ameri can experience, the education, the discrimnation
the -- M. Ono nentioned earlier today the restrictive
covenants that prevented African Americans fromliving
at any beach except for Venice Beach, that these things
all culmnate into a group that is a cohort.

And as you | ook at people that are called
African American today, they're all different
conpl exions, all different kind of hair, different
sizes. And the concept of race really is a false
construct, and its purpose was to justify and identify a
group that could be held in slavery.

Now, note that our definition does not nention
"Africa," it does not nmention "black" and it does not
mention "slavery," it describes specific conditions and
experiences. And so we would hope to put that before
your committee as a consideration. And sone night think
it's afine point, a hair splitting, but we think it is
a very significant because, particularly in Los Angel es
County if not soon the state of California, there is no

such thing as a majority.
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You know, when we tal k about the mnority
versus the majority, depending on how you choose to
count it, white people are the ones that we call white
if we -- by the concept of race any nore -- are 32
percent, or 48 percent. And we don't even know. Which
isit, 32 or is it 48? But in any case, it ain't 50.
And so it is not a mpgjority. And H spanics, at 45
percent, if you count whites who are Hi spanic as not
white, and I'mnot quite sure how you do that, then
H spani cs at 44, 45 percent -- 44 point sonething, would
be a plurality. And so we're |ooking at Gaza, and the
civil rights laws, and seeing that there is a nunber of
t hi ngs.

And so in our drawing of districts for the
board of supervisors, which for us enconmpasses the sane
areas of the three seats of congress, the two seats of
senate and the four seats of the assenbly, we drew those
proposed lines to formthe potential for building
coalitions, so that no one group would so severely
overwhelmall the others. And so we end up in that
district with 30 percent, 29 percent cohorts of the
African Anmerican experience and we end up with 44 and a
hal f percent Hi spanic, we end up with 15 percent white,
13 percent Asian. And you' ve got the basis there for --

and at the present, with those particular figures,
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Congresswoman -- |'msorry, Supervisor Yvonne Burke was
elected fromthat kind of a conplex. And so -- L. A is
a place where these things are starting to change.

There's a history in L.A, with -- a city that
had | ess than 15 percent cohorts of African Anerican
popul ati on but for 20 years elected Tom Bradl ey as the
mayor. Clearly that was not identity politics, and
we're getting beyond that. W hope that in the com ng
years it will nove beyond that, and we build these |ines
in that kind of a way.

We had in the heart of South Central during the
time when that area, that second supervisorial district
was nore than 50 percent African Anerican, yet had for
40 years Kenneth Hahn el ected and reel ected, and
chal | enged by African Americans, who he handily
defeated. And it neans that if quality |eadership is
provi ded, the issue of race disappears.

And as we are -- you on this panel addressing
it, we -- we have to, because of the Cvil R ghts Act,
the Voting Rights Act, address race and the comunities
of interest. But I think the courts have been kind of
doi ng everything they can, Prop 209, to render race as
an invalid basis for making these determ nations. And
that -- if that is the case, then rather than race we

offer that substitute definition of the cohorts of the
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experi ence.

The third thing was that -- well, | think
that's -- | don't want to run over the time. That's the
essence of what we're doing.

Then the lines and the maps, we want to hold --
as much as possible, avoid the collapsing of those
districts because we think they are districts that will
nmove away fromidentity politics, but preserving them as
there are -- the congressional is a different situation
fromthe assenbly and the senate, because -- and the
assenbly and the senate is a revolving door. Every six
years or eight years they've got a new group in, and the
only constant is those key staff. And -- and the
| obbyi sts. The nmenbers just rotate in and out a little
bit too fast. W'd like to see sonething done about
that. But in congress you can still build seniority and
acquire power for areas that reward -- reward strong
vi si onary | eader shi p.

And so at this time 1'd like to echo sone of
the remarks that were nade, particularly by M. Ono in
the last panel. | was thinking as he was tal king, a | ot
of what | wanted to say was there.

I, incidentally -- he referred to the first
black famly to nove into Monterey Park. That was ny

famly that nmoved in. So | was particularly enjoyed of
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his -- and | lived in that Monterey Park area and fee
very strongly about aggregati ng Monterey Park and
Al hanbra and San Gabriel and Rosenead into a conmunity
of interest, and Lynwood, together with South Gate and
Hunti ngton Park. Those communities of interest.

So -- again, it's ny pleasure and | thank you
very much.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very mnuch
M. Dove. |'mpleased to know you cane fromthe -- you
had as your representative for a long tinme one of ny
great heroes, Congressman George Brown.

MR. DOVE: Yeah

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE: | want to note that we
woul d wel cone -- if you later think of sonething that
you negl ected to add, that you can subnmit in witing if
there's anything that you m ssed.

MR DOVE: Can | just tell you one thing about
that, sir?

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE: Go ahead

MR. DOVE: The day that | noved in, sone
menbers of the Nazi party picketed ny house in Mnterey
Park. And | didn't know, you know, who the -- the then
mayor was. And a car pulled up and George Brown cane
and -- got out and came to ny house and said, "lI'mthe

mayor. |l'mgoing to stay at your house.”
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So | was very delighted with -- that's how I
met George Brown, and Al Song, and the particularly
strong | eadership that represented that area.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE: 1" ve never heard that
story, but it doesn't surprise me in the slightest.
It's exactly typical of Congressman CGeorge Brown. And
his loss in '99 was a great loss for all of us.

| believe M. Aubry is next.

I"'msorry. Did you have a question,

M. Leonard?

MR, LEONARD: M. Chairman, | do have a
questi on.

M. Dove tal ked about a cohort of the African
American community. Could we ask staff to get together

with M. Dove and nmake sure that that definition draws

out of the census data the sanme way that we pull out the

census data, so that we're agreeing on the nunbers on
that -- I think it sounds very simlar, if not
i dentical .

MR DOVE: |It's called inclusive dash B.

MR. LEONARD: Inclusive dash B. Ckay. If we
could verify that, it would be hel pful to ne.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very nuch.

And, M. Aubry, if you can go ahead and give
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your full name and spell it for the court reporter

MR, AUBRY: Larry Aubry, A-u-b-r-y.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  And, M. Aubry, let me
al so note, because | know you may not have been here
earlier when we were nmentioning this, that we are having
court reporters transcribe this entire nmeeting. So
we're trying to not talk as rapidly as we otherw se
sonetines find ourselves doing, so that they can get it
al | down.

Thank you.

MR, AUBRY: It is a tremendous chall enge for
me. A trenendous chall enge.

I"ll be very brief, actually, because | think
M. Dove has sort of laid out the -- the paraneters of
our effort.

["'mwith the -- also a nenber of the African
American Conmittee on Redistricting and -- Conmunity
Advi sory Conmittee on Redistricting, that's the ful
nane. And, of course, our particular concern is our
African American citizens, the African American
popul ati on.

Until the national office of the NAACP signs
off on the "cohorts,” | will stick to the term"African
American." It mght be sinpler at this time. But | --

| say that in jest, but the fact is that nay nove us to
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anot her and nore clearer |evel of discourse and may
even -- maybe even participation in the process -- the
fai rness process.

I -- 1 can't strongly enough reenphasi ze what
my experiences have shown, which is the -- which is the
uni que needs of the African American community. Despite
the fact that every community has uni que needs. That's
not the issue. Fact of the matter is, if you notice,
that not w thstanding | eadership, and | nean effective
| eadership in sonme areas throughout L.A County over the
past 30, 40 years, the fact of the matter is in many
areas the communities are still going down.

Educati on, housing, various kinds of things
i nvol ving | aw enforcenent. These kinds of areas stil
require particular attention. And that -- and then the
whol e thing of inter-group relations, the whole
multi-cultural effort, which needs to be obviously
forged and into everything we do. These things require,
also, a lot of attention.

Professionally, I'mretired fromthe L. A
County Human Rel ations Conmission. | was with the
county for 34 years, involved in education and
mul ti-cultural training, conflict resolution and that
kind of thing. So ny background is in this area that

we' re tal king about right now.
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And | would like to say that the nedia reports
of the -- of African Anerican political strength -- of
the demi se of African American political strength, are
not only exaggerated and highly m sl eading, but they are
in fact untrue. Yes, there is a dimnishnment of
popul ation in various areas and certain bl ocks al
that. But the fact of the matter is, the African
American population is quite alive and quite well,
al though it needs a lot of shoring up and it needs a | ot
of attention, like a lot of other communities.

A fair redistricting process is critical to the
future social, political and economic viability of
African Americans throughout the state of California.

O particular significance is the growi ng population in
the San Bernardino, R alto, Mreno Valley areas. There
you find the configurations to be quite different,
substantially. Substantively, if you will, different
than, let's say, in L. A County.

The African American Community Advisory
Committee is devel oping, as M. Dove has indicated, and
will present to this conmittee a redistricting proposa
that reflects the best interests of California s African
Anmeri can popul ation. That is our intent.

We | ook forward to working with you and to

serious consideration of our redistricting plan. Thank
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you very nuch.

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much, sir,
for taking the time to be here today.

And at this time, our next witness will be

representing the Eagl e Rock Chanber of Conmerce

Ms. Kaye Beckham And is Ms. Beckhamstill in the
roonf?

She -- she may have had to leave. But if
the -- if we can check out in the | obby, just to be
sure. And if she is here, we'll have her cone next.

At this time I'll go to the next person, which

is adm nistrative vice president of the Stonewal
Denocratic Cub, Panela Cooke.

And then we'll -- if Ms. Beckhamis here, we'll
take her after that.

M5. COCKE: Good afternoon, Honorable Chair and
menbers of the conmttee, and al so Ms. Pavley, for
sitting in and -- on the comm ttee today.

| apol ogize. | do have a cold. So |I'm hoping
that the court reporter will be able to understand ne
today. By profession | ama litigation attorney, so
usually amable to speak fairly clearly, and jurors
usual |y never conpl ain about being able to hear ny
Voi ce.

I do represent Stonewall Denocratic Cub. And
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as many of you know, and |I'm sure that actually many of
t he audi ence nmenbers know, we represent the gay and

| esbian community of the greater Los Angel es area, not
only including Los Angeles city, but Los Angel es
County. And we are well-known throughout not only the
state of California, but also throughout the entire
nation. And our presence and our voice is definitely
heard on a regular basis. And we thank you very much
for allowi ng our voices to be heard today on the issue
of redistricting.

I thank you very much, al so, because, in the
redistricting process, it is a matter of allow ng many
different groups to be heard. And while |I've heard
comrents from groups which primarily today make up
raci al and ethnic groups, naybe sone business interests,
there are many other groups that actually should be
invited to this table, possibly in terns of
redistricting issues, besides even the gay and | esbi an
conmmuni ty.

As an attorney, what 1'd like to point out is
the state supreme court case on redistricting. And that
is the Rei necke, R-e-i-n-e-c-k-e case. And, basically,
the Rei necke case points out that it's inportant, in
ternms of redistricting, to look at comunities of

interest of various kinds. W are, of course, in the
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gay and | esbian community, one of those other various
ki nds.

And we do appreciate, again, the voice at the
table. And this is not just one of those, as the -- and
it is pointed out in the materials that were left on the
tables -- a traditional voice. W' ve been a traditiona
voi ce, but haven't necessarily always been all owed the
opportunity to be heard. So it's, again, another reason
why we are grateful to be heard today.

And |'m hoping, also, that if other nenbers of
the gay and | esbian community have not been heard
t hroughout the state, that you do consider the coments
in taking into consideration gay and | esbhian areas in
this state when it conmes to redistricting. Because, as
you know, we have absol utely fabul ous assenbly nenbers
who now represent us; our fabul ous senator, Sheila
Kuehl . But as, also, you know, we have just fabul ous
representation of our interests in the state of
California. And we are so, so proud of the diversity
that we have. Because, also, the gay and | esbhian
conmunity represents everyone here today. W are
Latino, we are Asian Pacific |Islander, we are all the
segnents of this popul ation

To specifics. Wat we would lIike, and ask you

is that you not break apart our conmunities also. In
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particul ar, nost people know that, of course, there is
the conmunity -- the Gty of West Holl ywood. West
Hol  ywood is contained within the 42nd Assenbly District
and the 23rd Senate District. | feel it would be such a
detrinmental thing to the community, to break apart any
portion of West Hollywood and the surrounding
conmuni ti es. Because communities do group together
Wthin the 29th Congressional District, there
is a very high concentration of gays and | esbhians. And
it isa--if youlook at the -- especially the
representation in the 29th CD, which not many people
have tal ked about in terns of congressional districts,
we woul d |ike our voices to be heard, we have had
spectacul ar representation, and that we would ask that
t he boundary lines be considered in terns of factoring
in -- into the considerations of a cormunity that we
would like to certainly preserve
Specifically within the 42nd Assenbly District,
it would in all likelihood be detrinental if the 42nd
Assenbly District, in terms of the northern boundary, is
cut off any further to the south than, for exanple,
Mul hol I and Boul evard. So we would request that it at
| east go to Mul holl and Boul evard, if not actually
preserving the current northern boundary of the 42nd

Assenbly District.
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W al so have the comunity of Silver Lake and
Echo Park. The 45th Assenbly District is absolutely a
key district to the gay and | esbhian conmunity. As you
know, we have the fabul ous, again, Assenbly Menber
Jacki e Gol dberg in the 45th Assenbly District. This is
a voice clearly being heard in the comunity.

There are other areas where there are pockets
of popul ations, including within the 41st Assenbly
District there are cormunities within Venice and spread
out throughout Santa Monica. Then we turn to the North
Hol | ywood and Studio Gty area. That's actually split
up in terms of the 39th and 40th Assenbly Districts.
And then, of course, we have the very powerful voice
down in the Long Beach area, the 54th Assenbly
District.

And 1'd like to point out, in terms of Long
Beach, that, again, a congressional seat is very
inmportant to the gay and | esbian community, and that is
what has been the 38th Congressional District. And we'd
like your attention given to Long Beach in terns of a
congressional district when the boundaries are reset.
And so that our comunity is not separated within Long
Beach.

Wth the senate districts, the way that the

pl an was put together the last time in terns of the way
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t he boundaries were drawn, of course, we have two
assenbly districts contiguous within a senate district.
The 23rd Senate District is just so inportant to the gay
and | esbian comunity in making sure that their voice is
heard. And in ternms of the 41st and 42nd not being
within a newly defined senate district, it causes ne
concern that voices are not collectively heard.

So we ask that you take comrunities into
consideration with -- when redrawing a senate district.
Because t hese popul ations may be split up, and we just
want to make sure that there is, again, that voice in
t he process.

The key factor is not diluting the voice. And
that is certainly a standard when it cones to
redistricting. W hope that you take that into
consi derati on.

Again, if there are no other speakers on behal f
of the gay and | eshian community throughout the state,
ask that you take certain areas of, of course, down in
San Diego into consideration, of course around
San Franci sco, pockets within San Jose, and you do take
those areas into consideration, again, when
redistricting.

And we do thank you so very nuch in considering

our conmmunity one of those communities of interest of
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various kinds when it cones to our great state of
California and the diverse popul ati ons which are
included within the state of California.

And, again, we thank this honorable conmittee
for allowing us to speak today as one voice.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very nuch for
taking the time to cone here today. W appreciate it.

Did -- | have -- here we go. Did Ms. Beckham
show up?

THE FLOOR  No.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Apparently not.

W nove on to -- first -- and, again, | want to
apol ogi ze in advance for nmy inability to sonmeti nes make

out handwiting. And also if | pronounce a nane.

Do | have a -- what appears to be Faramarz
Nabari . F-a-r-a-ma-r-z is the first nane, Na-b-a-r-i
or it could be a-v-i. |'mnot sure.

Ckay. The person apparently had to | eave. |
woul d just note that we will -- we do have the address
and phone nunber. W can contact that person, ask if
they would like to add something onto the record.

Then | have Dr. Dale Tatum

So that the next people can be aware, let me
have -- | have M. Arturo Garcia will be after

Dr. Tatum
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Cood to see you, sir.

DR. TATUM (Good afternoon, Chairman Longville
and the other distingui shed menbers of the
reapportionment conmttee. | amhere this afternoon as
a representative of the Community Coalition for Change.

| ama lifetine resident of the South Central
area. | hold a Ph.D. in political science fromthe
University of M chigan, as well.

As you know, California is wi thout a doubt the
nost diverse state in the entire country, and there is a
need to accomvodate the state's diverse popul ati on
However, one group should not be disenfranchi sed at the
expense of another group. There should be fair and
equi tabl e representation for all. Therefore, | am
seeking your help to nake this a reality.

I have a nunber of requests. | amrequesting
that communities remain intact based upon common
interests and political ties. Splitting communities
makes it difficult for people to organize at the grass
roots level. South Central, Athens, Conpton, Carson and
the Harbor Gateway area should remain part of the 37th
Congressional District.

The di verse popul ation of this region has a
hi story of cooperation and accommodation. Splitting

this area will make it nuch nore difficult for the

175



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

peopl e of the area to organize politically. Also, it
will make it much nore difficult for us to achieve
environnental justice. There are a nunber of industries
in the area that affect the entire region. And so if
you split the area, each separate region is going to
have to organization politically. W already have a
mechani smin place for dealing with these problens. |If
you split it, you will in fact strike a setback for the
cause of environnental justice.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very nuch,
Dr. Tatum W appreciate you taking the tinme to be
here.

And do | have, by the way, for the record,
Dr. Tatum it is Dale, D-a-1-e Tatum T-a-t-u-n®

DR TATUM Correct.

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Al'l right. | wanted to
make sure | got this correctly for the record

Then | have M. Arturo Garcia.

kay. Again, it appears that M. Garcia my
have had to | eave

And | apol ogi ze for the fact that,
unfortunately, it does take awhile. Let ne nake one
more check for -- I'm-- again, | apologize. 1 don't

knowif it is M. or Ms., but | have Faramarz Nabari
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One nore tine.

kay. If -- in the absence of those
individuals -- let me just doubl e-check. 1Is there
anyone el se who desired to speak, who sonehow we had
m ssed your fornf?

Al right. Then, that being the case, we thank
you all very nuch for being here today. W will be
anxiously reviewing all this material over the weeks and
months to cone, to put together our plan. W hope that
we can satisfy as many of your concerns as possible,
obvi ously recogni zing that there are things that
overlap, and we will do our darnedest.

And we very, very nuch appreciate your taking
the time to come here today and participate in the
process. You're going to have greater inpact than nost
people will, because of the fact that you took the
time.

| would rem nd you, also, that we do have a web
site on which you can get additional information, if you
with wish to. One of the easiest ways to get it -- and
on which the testinony that was given today will be
posted when we finish transcribing it. That web site is
avail abl e in the | obby.

And t hank you, again, very much for com ng

here. And wi thout objection, this hearing is
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adj our ned.
Thank you.
(Wher eupon, the hearing was

concluded at 3:34 P.M)
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CERTI FI CATE

We, LESLIE A MAC NEIL, RPR CSR No. 7187, and
STEPHANIE L. ELLIS, RPR CSR No. 10609, in and for the
State of California, do hereby certify:

That the foregoing __ -page proceedi ngs were
taken down by us in shorthand at the tine and pl ace
stated herein, and represent a true and correct
transcript of the proceedings.

We further certify that we are not interested
in the event of the action

W TNESS our hand this __ day of .,
2001.

Certified shorthand Certified shorthand
reporter in and for the reporter in and for the

State of California

State of California
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